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Regional Hamfests and Other Events bb 
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Ole Virginia Hams, Manassas, VA 

Champlain Valley ARC, Plattsburgh, NY 

Long Island Mobile ARC, Bethpage, NY 
Goodyear ARC, Akron, OH 

Skyline ARC, Cortland, NY 

Raritan Valley RC, Dunellen, NJ 

Frederick ARC, Frederick, MD 

Hanover Area Hamming Assn., Pleasant Hill, PA 
Georgia State Convention, Atlanta, GA 
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North Carolina Alligators Group, Salisbury, NC 
Murgas ARC, Wilkes-Barre, PA 

Genesee Radio Amateurs, Alexander, NY 
Mid-Atlantic ARC, Kimberton, PA 

Western Carolina ARS, Waynesville, NC 
Baltimore RA Television Society, Timonium, MD 
High Point ARC, High Point, NC 

Shenandoah Valley ARC, Berryville, VA 
Tompkins County ARC, Dryden, NY 

Roanoke Valley ARC, Roanoke, VA 

York ARC/Keystone VHF Club, York, PA 
Pioneer Radio Operators Society, Chaffee, NY 
Yonkers ARC, Yonkers, NY 

Radio Association of Erie, Erie, PA 

Kentucky State Convention, Louisville, KY 
Butler County ARA, Butler, PA 

Saratoga County RACES, Ballston Spa, NY 
Delaware Valley Radio Assn., Trenton, NJ 
Western New York Section Conv., Hamburg, NY 
Virginia State Convention, Virginia Beach, VA 
Great South Bay ARC, Lindenhurst, NY 
Metro 70cm Network, Yonkers, NY 
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ARRL legal counsel Chris Imlay, W3KD, is shown 
addressing an SRO meeting of the Laurel Amateur Radio 
Club. This was Chris' second visit to the LARC, and he 
talked about the Little LEOs, covenants and restrictions — 
and PRB-1, and the topics that are scheduled for the two 
upcoming WARCS in 1997 and 1999. A lively Q&A 


session Closed out the presentation. 


hoto by N3LFL, HD Scott) 
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— By John Queen 
-KA@SEY 


‘Thirty. days hath September, April, June, and 
November. All the rest have thirty-one, except May 
which has the 1st and the 2nd of the month listed 
twice on the back cover of the May issue of Auto- 
Cane eis: 

GEM: ; 

Okay, okay. So I screwed up. The keen observer 
reading the May issue of Auto-Call would have 

noticed the error. Everyone else probably figured 
it was just gonna be a long month. 


And speaking of mistakes, I received a number 
of e-mails this month from people stating they had 
difficulty submitting club columns to me 
electronically. In attempting to send me e-mail via 
America On Line, they received the rather unusual 
reply of, "Sorry, JohnQueen @AOL.com is not a 
known user." 


Well, excuse me America On Line! JohnQueen 
-@AOL.com has been a known, valid, and dues 
paying member with all rights, privileges and 
- appurtenances thereto since 1989. So what's this 
"not a known user" hogwash all about? After 
receiving three or four phone calls from concerned 
readers, I figured it was time to give ol' AOL acall 
to find out what was going on. 
_ Calling AOL requires a lot of patience and a 
thick novel to read while waiting. In typical high- 
tech corporate fashion, you're connected to a 
recorded message prompting you to select from a 
menu of options. "Press 1, if you want to talk to a 
human being. Press 2 if you enjoy being placed on 
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hold for 30 minutes. Press 3 if you've been on hold 
for over an hour. Press 4 to have your call routed 
to the back of the waiting listing.,.." etc, etc. 


After what seemed like half an eternity, I was 
connected to a Customer Service Representative. 
However, before she could 'disclose' anything 
about the status of my account, I had to provide 
her with my life history and describe in intricate 
detail my family tree to verify that I am indeed the 
JohnQueen@ AOL.com whom I claimed I was. 


"Oh, Mr. Queen, it seems we made a mistake. 
When you called last month asking us to switch 
your billing account from one bank to another, we 
inadvertently closed your account. We're sorry, and 
we promise not to goof up again. Please take this 
toaster as a pledge of our commitment to provide 
you uninterrupted, quality on-line service for the 
rest of your natural born days. Amen." 


Mistakes do happen. Even by near flawless on- 
line service providers like America On Line. Image 
that! 


Am I sore at AOL for screwing up my account 
resulting in several club submissions to miss this 
issue of Auto-Call? Nah. Those AOL folks 
certainly understand the importance of providing 
error-free services so that time-sensitive 
publications such as Auto-Call can function 
properly. Or do they?... 


73's, de KAMSEY, John 
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Mid-Atlantic DX & Repeater Assn. : a 


Adams County Amateur Radio Society 
Alexandria Radio Club 

Amateur Radio Research and Develop. Corp. 
AMSAT - Radio Amateur Satellite Corporation 
Anne Arundel Radio Club 

Antietam Radio Association, Inc. 

ARINC Amateur Radio Club 

Arlington Amateur Radio Club 

Baltimore Amateur Radio Club 

Baltimore Radio Amateur Television Society 
Capital City Amateur Radio Society 

Capital Hill Amateur Radio Society 

Carroll County Amateur Radio Club 

Central Maryland Amateur Radio Club 
Chaverim of the Greater Washington Area 
Columbia Amateur Radio Association 
Culpeper Amateur Radio Association 
D-MARC - Digital Mid-Atlantic Radio Council 
Department of State Amateur Radio Club 
Dulles Amateur Radio Group 

Explorer Post #80- Amateur Radio 

Fauquier Amateur Radio Association 
Frederick Amateur Radio Club 

Frederick Amateur Repeater Group 

Goddard Amateur Radio Club 

Green Mountain Repeater Association 
Hanover Area Hamming Association 
Historical Electronics Museum Amateur Radio Club 
IBM Amateur Radio Club 

Johns Hopkins University APL ARC 

Kent Island Amateur Radio Club 

Laurel Amateur Radio Club 

Leisure World Amateur Radio Club 
Loudoun Amateur Radio Group 

MD/DC MARS (Navy Marine) Association 
MADRAS 

Maryland Emergency Phone Net 

Maryland FM Association 

Maryland Mobileers Amateur Radio Club 
Mercury Amateur Radio Assn., NE Area 
Metropolitan Communications Network 
Metrovision Amateur TV Club 
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Montgomery Amateur Radio Club 
Montgomery Auxiliary Communications Service 
Moose Amateur Radio Club 
Mount Vernon Amateur Radio Club 
National Capitol ARES Council 
National Capitol DX Association 
Naval Research Laboratory Radio Club 
NOAA Amateur Radio Club 
North Point FM Association 
Northern Virginia FM Association 
Northern Virginia Radio Club 
Ole Virginia Hams Amateur Radio Club 
Opequon Radio Society 
Pentagon Amateur Radio Club 
Potomac Area VHF Society 
Potomac Valley Radio Club 
Prince George’s Wireless Association, Inc. 
Prince George’s County ARES/RACES 
Quarter Century Wireless Association, Inc. 
Baltimore Chapter #20 
Del-Mar-VA Chapter #150 
Shenandoah Valley Chapter #137 
Vic Clark Chapter #91 
Washington Chapter #23 
Rock Creek Amateur Radio Association 
St. Mary’s County Amateur Radio Association 
Shenandoah Valley Amateur Radio Club 
Southern Maryland Amateur Radio Club 
Southern Patuxent Amateur Radio Club 
Stafford Amateur Radio Assn. 
Sterling Park Amateur Radio Club 
Summit Amateur Radio Association 
Tri-County Amateur Radio Club 
T-MARC, Middle Atlantic Repeater Council 
Vienna Wireless Society 
Voice of America Amateur Radio Club 
Waldorf Repeater Support Group 
Washington Adventist Amateur Radio Assn. 
Washington Area Young Ladies ARC 
Woodbridge Wireless, Inc. 
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By Jack Kelleher 
W4ZC 


FCC ASKED TO PRIVATIZE HANDLING OF 
MALICIOUS INTERFERENCE. 
(Tnx ARRL NL, & ARN 1028 25-4-97) 


Frustration with amateur radio rules 
enforcement prompts the ARRL to take aim at radio 
jammers. The League is asking the FCC to privatize 
enforcement of serious Amateur Service rules 
violations. 


In a petition for rulemaking filed March 28th, 
the League asks the FCC to change its rules. 
Specifically, the League wants members of the 
volunteer Amateur Auxiliary to be able to present 
evidence of malicious interference violations 
directly before the FCC’s Chief Administrative 

Law Judge. 


The Judge would be authorized to determine 
if the complainants have a valid case, to issue show 
cause orders, and to designate complaints for 
hearing. 


_ The League recommended that the FCC 
capitalize on the volunteer resources available 
through the Amateur Auxiliary to relieve the 
evidence gathering burden in such cases. If these 
Tules changes are approved, the League says it will 
likely help members of the Amateur Auxiliary 
prepare and submit complaints and in presenting 
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cases during administrative hearings. 


The ARRL suggests that a series of visible, 
successful enforcement actions would deter rules 
violations and promote self-regulation. 


The ARRL also suggests that some FCC 
policies hinder timely, effective enforcement. 
Because current FCC policy requires the 
Commission to independently corroborate 
evidence Amateur Radio volunteers gather, the 
League says the Commission actually hampers 
effective enforcement. 


The League says the Commissions policy often 
acts as an absolute obstacle to any enforcement 


_ activity whatsoever,” and it demoralizes volunteers, 


who view their efforts as wasted. 


CONGRESS vs. 11 METER CB 
(ARN 1028, 25-4-97) 


Frustration with interference from CB 
operators could lead to the end of the 11 meter Class 
D Citizens Radio band as we know it. That, 
because of a bill being introduced in Congress. 


The bill would turn oversight of Citizens Radio 
Service operations over to states, cities and other 
local regulators. They would have the power to 
remove CBers from the air who interfere with 
television reception or with other home electronics. 


The bill’s sponsor is Wisconsin Democrat 
Russel Feingold. It would amend the 
Communications Act to allow state or local 
governments to enforce regulations prohibiting the 
use of CB equipment not authorized by the FCC. 
That would include high power linear amplifiers 
as well as out of band transmitters. 


In presenting his bill, Feingold tells Senate 
colleagues that he has received RFI complaints 
over the past several years from numerous 
Wisconsin communities. He calls his bill a 
common sense solution to a very frustrating and 
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real problem which cannot be addressed under 
existing law. 


Feingold’s bill preserves the federal preemption 
of all other telecommunications matters. It also 
excludes all other FCC licensed services, including 
Amateur Radio, from state or local oversight. 


Can 11 meter users defeat the Feingold 
proposal? The chance of that appears slim. Unlike 
other services, CB has never had an effective 
Washington lobby. Nor is it organized around an 
activist national society that protects its interests. 
If Feingold’s bill becomes law, states and cities 
may act quickly to ban as many CBers from the 
airways as they legally can. 


Note: In its Bulletin 021, ARRL highlighted 
the fact that at its request, Amateur Radio has been 
specifically exempted from the bill submitted by 
Sen Russell Feingold that would give states and 
municipalities authority to enforce the FCC’s CB 
regulations. 


FCC ISSUES CHANGES IN AMATEUR 
RADIO RULES (Following items fm ARRL 
Letter Vol. 16 #14) 


In response to three petitions for rulemaking, 
the FCC has adopted changes to the Amateur 
Service rules that—among other changes—wiill 
make it easier to obtain 1x1 call signs for special 
event stations and harder to get a club station 
license. 


Other amendments to the rules included in a 
Report and Order released April 1, 1997, will allow 
hams to append special designators either before 
or after their call signs—or both, and will 
recognize, but not require, the use of a session 
manager at volunteer examiner testing sessions. 
The FCC declined to give examination credit for 
formerly held licenses, and turned down an ARRL 
request for a lifetime operator’s license. 


Under the new amendments, the FCC will 
allow a licensee to substitute a self-selected call 
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sign from the block of 1x1 call signs for temporary 
use during a special event operation. The station 


must announce its regularly assigned call sign at - 


least once an hour. ee 


The special event call signs will be coordinated 
and issued by outside volunteer entities, not by the 


FCC. The Commission will announce later when 


and how volunteer entities may volunteer their 
services. The chief of the Wireless Tele- 
communications Bureau then would certify 
volunteer entities to serve as amateur station special 
event call sign coordinators, who would issue 1x1 


? ‘ 


calls from a common, on-line special event call — 


sign database. 


By definition, a 1x1 call sign consists of a 
single prefix letter, K, N or W; the region number, 


0 to 9; and a single. suffix letter, A to W, Y and 


Z—750 call signs in all. The FCC turned downa — 


suggestion that would have limited special event 
call signs to stations licensed to Amateur Extra 
class operators. 


In proposing to increase the eligibility 


requirements for a club station license, the FCC 7 
said it was “important to determine that the © 


applicant for a club station license is a legitimate 
radio club and not just a person seeking to acquire 
additional call signs.” 


Under the rules changes, the FCC has raised 


the eligibility requirement from at least two 4 


members to a minimum of four. Applicants for a 


club station license must have a club name, a 


document of organization, management, and a 
primary ham radio purpose that’s consistent with 
FCC rules. 


Responding to a petition by the National 
Conference of Volunteer-Examiner Coordinators 
(NCVEC), the FCC said VECs could elect to — 
designate a session manager if they wanted to, but — 


they would not be required to do so. The 


Commission’s new rules recognize the VE session — 
manager function but emphasize that the three — 
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volunteer examiners at a test session would still 
be held “jointly and severally responsible for the 
proper conduct of each examination administered.” 
Another change will allow hams to include a self- 
assigned indicator before, after or both before and 
after the assigned call sign when identifying. 


Current rules only permit using such indicators 
after the station’s regular call sign. Self-assigned 
indicators include those used to indicate location 
or type of operation, such as /KP2 when operating 
in the US Virgin Islands or /m when operating ina 
vehicle. They also can denote participation in an 
unusual event or other atypical station operation, 
according to the FCC. 


Citing mostly negative comments, the FCC 
decided against allowing exam credit for formerly 
held amateur operator licenses. The Commission 
also said “no” to the ARRL’s suggestion that the 
operator license be valid for the lifetime of the 
holder. The FCC said operators would still have to 
renew their station licenses every 10 years and 
that it did not want to maintain a separate database 
to keep track of station license expirations. 


The FCC announced all of the rules changes 
in a Report and Order, FCC 97-99, adopted March 
20 and issued April 1. The amendments become 
effective 30 days after the Report and Order is 
published in The Federal Register. 


FCC PROPOSES VANITY LICENSE FEE HIKE 


The FCC has proposed raising the fee for a 
vanity call sign from $30 to $50 for the 10-year 
license term. The fee increase was among those 
included for all FCC-regulated services— 
including broadcasters and commercial satellite 
services—in Notice of Proposed Rulemaking 97- 
49. Fee adjustments are an annual exercise for the 
FCC, which says it must calculate its fees to 
“recover the amount of regulatory fees that 
Congress has required it to collect in FY 1997.” 


- The FCC said the regulatory fees will recover 
the costs of enforcement, policy and rulemaking, 
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international and user information activities for 
FY 1997, which began last October 1. 


“We are proposing that applicants for amateur 
vanity call signs will pay a $5 annual fee per call 
sign, payable for an entire 10-year license term at 
the time of application,” the NPRM states. Under 
the proposal, all FCC-imposed $3 annual fees will 
increase to $5 per year, which is the lowest fee in 
the new schedule. The FCC said it anticipated 
10,000 applications for vanity call signs in FY 
19o7s 


In the NPRM, the Commission said the fee 
revisions would create a system that relies on cost- 
based fees for services. The Commission’s. 
proposed schedule would reduce fees for services 
whose regulatory costs have declined and adjust 
fees upward for services that have higher regulatory 
costs.— 


FCC DOES ANOTHER VANITY RUN 


The FCC has granted another 420 or so vanity 
call signs, representing vanity applications 
received between February 6 and March 4. Some 
330 of the applications ended up in the work-in- 
process stack (WIPS), many because the FCC was 
unable to issue any of the applicant’s call sign 
choices. The vanity call sign program remains 
popular: During February and March, the FCC 
received 1768 vanity call sign applications, the 
majority of them filed electronically. 


A reminder: Vanity applicants who did not get 
one of their call sign choices will have to apply in 
writing for a refund of the $30 filing fee. The FCC 
will mail to all unsuccessful applicants a copy of 
the application (including FCC processing 
numbers) and a copy of their check. To request a 
refund, applicants then must send a letter to the 
FCC, 1270 Fairfield Rd, Gettysburg PA 17325- 
7245, along with their taxpayer ID number (Social 
Security number). 


The FCC still has not said when it plans to open 
Gate 3 for Advanced class vanity applicants. 
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American 
Radio 
Relay 
League 
Report 


By John Swafford, 
WA4HU 


The purpose of the ARRL Letter is to provide the 
essential news of interest to active, organizationally 
minded radio amateurs faster than it can be 
disseminated by our official Journal OST. We strive 
to be fast, accurate and readable in our reporting. 
Material from Thé ARRL Letter may be reproduced 
in whole or in part, in any form, including photo 
reproduction and electronic data banks, provided 
that credit is given to The ARRL Letter and The 
American Radio Relay League. 


HAMS CONTINUE FLOOD RELIEF 
ASSISTANCE 


Ham radio has assumed a critical role in the 
wake of major flooding along the Red River that 
overtook the cities of Grand Forks, North Dakota, 
and East Grand Forks, Minnesota. Most area 
residents—an estimated 50,000 people—were 
evacuated into surrounding towns and emergency 
shelters. 


The Salvation Army has been assisting at many 
of the temporary camps and shelters, providing 
food and other necessities, and Amateur Radio has 
been maintaining important communication 
links—including one between various flood relief 
sites and a Salvation Army warehouse in 
Minneapolis. 


ARRL Minnesota Section Manager Randy 
Wendel, N@FKU, reports that ARES, RACES, 
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4 
MARS and other members of the Amateur Radio 
community have been working together with the 
primary aim of assisting the Salvation Army and. 
other emergency relief agencies. " 


Some nearby areas have few or no oh bol 
some operators have volunteered to drive long 
distances to help out, he said. When an HF link 
was needed between Salvation Army relief sites 
and the Minneapolis warehouse, a number of HF 
mobile operators from Minneapolis volunteered to 
make the nearly six-hour trip to the flooded region 
to help assure communication. 


Wendel also reports that many hams are among 
the flood refugees who have been forced from their 
homes by what’s being dubbed “the 500-year 
flood.” Many homes have been damaged or 


destroyed, and the flooding was compounded by a 


large fire in downtown Grand Forks. 


The disaster also brought out many hams who > 
had not previously been involved with emergency — 
preparedness but suddenly found themselves in the - 


midst of a major disaster—in some cases a victims 
themselves. 
reminder that “disaster doesn’t always occur from 
the comfort of our ham shacks.”’ Wendel said hams 

must realize the importance of “having the 

capability to travel and set up a remote station at 

various locations.” 


STS-83 REFLY IS A “GO” FOR JULY WITH 
SAREX ON BOARD 


He said this has served as a grim 


Word from NASA this week is that shuttle : 


mission STS-83—cut short in early April because 
of a fuel cell problem aboard the spacecraft—will 
be reflown in July with the Shuttle Amateur Radio 
EXperiment—SAREX—aboard! The new 
mission will be dubbed STS-94. 


The space shuttle Columbia prematurely 
returned to Earth April 8 without making any of — 


the scheduled QSOs with 18 schools in the US, 
the People’s Republic of China, and Japan. Sixteen 
schools want to arrange new schedules for the July 


2 dl 


Ait 


June 1997 


/ 
: 
‘ 


mission, which will again carry the microgravity 
science lab. Three hams were aboard STS-83: Jim 
Halsell; KCSRNI, the mission commander; Janice 
Voss, KCSBTK; and Donald Thomas, KCS5FVF. 
The same crew likely will be tapped for STS-94, 
set to launch on July 1 for a 16-day mission. 


~_ARRLHAM-IN-A-WEEKEND CLASS A 
SUCCESS 


_ Anintensive weekend Amateur Radio licensing 
class at ARRL Headquarters in mid-April attracted 
prospective hams from as far away as Kansas, 
Texas and Arkansas. By the time it was over, all 
20 ham radio newcomers had passed their 
Technician exams and one Novice had upgraded 
to Tech Plus, and then still had time left to assemble 
for “ipa class photo at W1AW! 


Peesecine the condensed training program 
was Ed Hammond, WN1I, an author and lecturer 
who’s been a ham for 25 years. At the end of the 
sessions—which started on a Friday evening and 
continued. through Sunday afternoon—all of the 
students took and passed their Technician exams, 
administered by a group of local volunteer 
examiners. In addition to the material required to 
earn a license Hammond covered such topics as 
proper repeater and amateur operating procedures 
and demonstrated ham radio equipment. 


W2AX ATTEMPTS TO FILL SHIPBOARD CW 
Rie ta0e acs GAP 


While aboard the Queen Elizabeth II for an 
around-the-world cruise earlier this year, Larry 
Amodeo, W2AX, of Manhasset, New York, found 
his CW ability suddenly in demand. On February 
5, while operating /mm from the ship’s ham radio 
shack—which is located in the QE2’s radio room— 
the ship’s radio operator called him over to see if 
_ Amodeo could copy what he thought was a distress 
call on 500 kHz—the old maritime emergency 
frequency. 


 Amodeo said the ship’s operator told him he 
did not copy CW much above 10 WPM, and there 
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was nota telegraph key in sight (although Amodeo 
said he later found out there’s one wees aXey in 
case it’s needed). 


“We were about two days out of Fiji,” Amodeo 
said. “At the time, I was working JAs on 20—a 
pileup.” By the time he got to the ship’s radio, the 
signal was gone. Amodeo went back to 20 meters, 
but the ship’s operator called him over again after 
a few minutes when the distress signal reappeared. 
“Tt quit by the time I got there,” he said. 


But the third time around, Amodeo managed 
to copy “4X” out of the noise. He surmised the 
vessel might be of Israeli registry, but he was not 
able to copy anything further. The next day, 
however, he learned his hunch was correct. An 
Israeli freighter had run aground off Fiji. Another 
ship intercepted the call and, fortunately, there were 
no casualties. 


Amodeo has been a ham for 45 years and was 
a merchant marine shipboard radio operator 
himself in the late 1940s and early 1950s, but he’d 
never heard a distress call before. “When I sat 
down at that receiver, I was hit by a wave of 
nostalgia,” he said. 


GRANVILLE “GRANNY” KLINK JR, 
W3AFV, SK 


Legendary broadcast radio engineer Granville 
“Granny” Klink Jr, W3AFV, of: silver: Spring, 
Maryland, died March 18, 1997. He was 87.: Klink 
spent most of his 61-year engineering career at 
WTOP in Washington, DC where he engineered 
broadcasts for the likes of President Franklin d. 
Roosevelt, Kate Smith, and “Amos ‘n Andy.” He 
retired in 1978 but remained a full-time consultant 
until his death, His wife, Marion, and three sons 
are among the survivors. 


GUY BLACK, W4PSJ, SK 


Guy Black, W4PSJ, of Winchester, Virginia, 
died unexpectedly April 10, 1997. He was 77. 


Continued next page 
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Black was an active VHF and UHF operator and 
well-known within the VHF-UHF community. 
“Guy provided many with their first FM QSO on 
the higher bands, including myself on 1296 MHz. 
He will be missed by his many friends,” said Steve 
Harrison, KG@OU/1. 


Black was retired from a teaching position at 
George Washington University. He was a member 
of the ARRL, the Winchester Amateur Radio Club, 
the Shenandoah Valley Amateur Radio Club and 
the North Shenandoah DX Association. More than 
50 hams from Virginia, Maryland and West 
Virginia attended an April 14 service for Black. 


IN BRIEF: 


* HQ job opening: ARRL Headquarters has a 
full-time opening for the position of Technical 
Information Service Coordinator. The position is 
in Newington, Connecticut. Candidates should 
have an associate degree in electronics technology 
or equivalent professional and amateur experience; 
an ability to deal with amateurs by mail, e-mail 
and telephone; an ability to work with outside 
volunteers; and broadbased familiarity with a 
number of modes currently in use by amateurs. 
Writing skills, and familiarity with PCs, databases 
and project management are important pluses. 
Starting salary is in the mid-20s. Send a resume 
and salary expectations to R. Boucher, ARRL, 225 
Main St. Newington, Ct 06111; fax 860-594-0298: 
e-mail rboucher@arrl.org. The ARRL is an equal 
opportunity employer. 


* Correction: A story in The ARRL Letter, 
Vol 16, No 16 (April 18, 1997) contained incorrect 
information about the retirement from the ARRL 
of the late Ed Tilton, W1HDQ, who died March 1, 
1997. Tilton stepped down as editor of the QST 
column “The World Above 50 MHz” in 1960, but 
he remained VHF Editor until he retired from the 
League in September, 1972.—Rick Lindquist 
N1IRL 


* IRCI gets new owner, shorter name: George 
Cutsogeorge, W2VJN, and his wife, Georgia 
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French, an Umpqua, Oregon, have purchased 
International Radio and Computers, Inc/Fox Tango - 


of Florida. “The Florida operation ceased Apri 
15, and we hope to be operational by May 1,” 
Cutsogeorge said. The company will be know wn as 
International Radio. It will supply crystal filters, 


enhancement kits and newsletters initially,asIRCI 


did previously. Cutsogeorge said he hopes to 


update the filter line and add some new products. — 


Cutsogeorge is chief engineer and 50% owner (with 
N3RD) of Top Ten Devices. 


* Astronaut Jay Apt, NSQWL, to head 


museum: Astronaut and ham Jay Apt, NSQWL, is 


leaving the astronaut corps to accept the 
directorship of the Carnegie Museum of Natural 
History in Pittsburg, Pennsylvania, and expects to” 
move to Pittsburgh this summer. The Carnegie is" 


one of the largest natural history museums in the 
country, with a permanent staff of 85. “Every 


minute of the 21 years I’ve been a part of the space 
exploration program has been fascinating. Now it — 


is time to give something back to the people who 
sent me there,” Apt said in a prepared statement. 


“Tam thrilled by the chance to return to Pittsburgh — 
and lead one of the best museums in America into — 


the next century.” Apt, 48, has flown four SAREX 
missions. He was born in Springfield, 


Massachusetts, but considers Pittsburgh his — 


hometown. He has degrees from Harvard and MIT. 


* George Jacobs, W3ASK, wins award: 
Propagation guru George Jacobs, W3ASK, has 


won the National Association of Broadcasters’ — 
1997 Radio Engineering Achievement Award. — 


Jacobs, who was instrumental in developing and 


launching the Voice of America and modernizing — 
the facilities of Radio Free Europe and Radio ~ 


Liberty, received the award April 9 during the 


NAB’s technology luncheon. Jocobs is president 


of George Jacobs and Associates Inc and is 


ee ee ae ee ee ee 


— —_ > 


recognized worldwide in shortwave broadcasting, 
having represented the US at a number of 


international telecommunications conferences. 
Jacobs has written the monthly propagation report 
for CQ since 1951 and is the magazine’s longest- 
tenured columnist. 


- 
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LU By John Kanode, 
N4MM 


SIX METERS-THE MAGIC BAND 


Some call six meters the magic band. In a 
matter of minutes, the band can go from strictly a 
local affair to stations coming in from thousands 
of miles away. The summer of 1995 was a classic 
example of that, one minute all you could work 
was local stations and then stations from Europe 
were coming in a few minutes later. 


_$1ix has been the forgotten band for many 
decades. TVI was one of the reasons many 
amateurs stayed away from six. Now with most 
people on cable or satellite TV, the TVI problem is 
not as troublesome as it used to be and hopefully 
VHE TV will be a thing of the past in a few years, 
making six even more promising. , 


_ With the next solar cycle just starting, six will 
be a good DX band in a few years. With moderate 
power, one will be able to work DX much easier 
than on some of the lower HF bands. 


» At last, the major manufactures of Amateur 
Radio equipment are now including six meters on 
their HF transceivers, the most recent being the 
IC-706, IC-756, TS-570S, FT-9ZO and others. For 
those who do not have lots of room for beam 
antennas, a 4 or 5 element six meter beam is not 
all that big and can be turned with a small rotator. 


For those DXers who have worked all of the 
countries on the DXCC List and on most of the 
HF bands, give 6 meters a try. It is a challenge to 


work DXCC there. Of all the DXCC awards one 


Can get, six is the second hardest to get. Two meters 
being the hardest to get and it has to be done by 
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EME, which requires very high power and very 
big arrays, which is beyond most amateurs in cost 
and size. With more countries on six now and more 
countries granting privileges on six, this next solar 
cycle should be really great. The next time you 
plan to buy one of the latest HF transceivers, make 
sure it has 6 meters on it, Iam seriously considering 
the new FT-9Z0. 


One amateur told me that the reason the 
commercial radio interests have not mounted a 
serious effort to take six meters away from the 
amateurs is the fickle nature of six. One minute it 
can be quiet, the next minute some station in Texas 
can cover up a local station. 


Of course, the amateurs love openings on six 
like dogs love trucks. For many years, DXpeditions 
only took HF gear with them, now most major 
DXpeditions take six meter and satellite equipment. 


With most of the new HF transceivers, 6 meters 
is there, all that has to taken is a small 4 or 5 element 
beam which can be mounted on a 20 ft pole or 
whatever and turned by hand. I hope the day never 
comes but sometime in the long distant future, 6 
meters may be the highest frequency band that 
Amateur Radio will have. 


UPCOMING DX CONTESTS 


CQ WW CW WPX Contest 
Asia-Pacific SSB Sprint 
All Asian DX Contest, CW 
RAC Canada Day Contest 


May 24/25, 1997 
June 14, 1997 
June 21/22, 1997 
July 1, 1997 


Interesting fact. On page 94 of May 1997 QST, 
there is a listing of 100% ARRL Clubs. There are 
76 listed and Z5 of them are DX Clubs, about 33%. 


The Italian National Society, ARI is sponsoring 
an award that commemorates their 70th 
Anniversary in 1997. During the calendar year 
1997, one must contact at least 70 of the 103 Italian 
Provinces. QSL cards are not needed, only log data. 
Contacts on VHF and UHF count double towards 


Continued on next page 
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the 70 points. All bands and modes may be used. 
Send your log data and $5.00 or 7 DM or 3 Pounds 
to Awards Manager ARI, Via Scarlatti 31, I-20124 
Milano, Italy. 


Several Danish amateurs will be using the calls 
OZ2DSB, OZ3DSB, OZS5DSB, OZ6DSB, 
OZ8DSB and OZ4DSB/GB to celebrate the 
opening of the bridge between the islands of Fyn 
and Sjaelland. These stations will be active on June 
1, 1997. All QSO’s will be QSLed via the QSL 
Bureau. 


As of April calls from their PTT. The cost will 
be in the range of $400.00 US Dollars. 


‘K4VUD will be Nepal this July and hopes he 
can operate from here plus possible activity from 
BY and AS. 


The 1997 North West DX Convention will be 
held on July Z5 and Z6, 1997 in Richmond, BC, 
Canada. The BCDXC and Fraser Valley DX Club 
are sponsoring the convention. Contact Ken 
Thompson, VE7BXG, PO Box 3048, Blaine, WA 
98Z31 for more info. 


Mike Gray, KSOUK became a silent. aa 
recently, He was one of the cinatOrs of the QRZ 
DX Bulletin. ‘ SP tuk 


Guy Black, W4PSJ became a silent key on 
April 10, 1997. Guy was._an active DXer and a 
member of the North Shenandoah DX Association. 
He had 5 Band DXCC, 160 DXCC and was. 
working on 6 meters and RTTY DXCC. 


The 10th International Marconi Day activity 
that was just held was sparse. There were over 59 
official stations listed but activity was very light. I 
managed to work 18 of them. an 


Karl Renz, K4YT, from the Nortiped Virginia 
area, is now active as UK4YT. QSL to W2TK.. 


Steve, HA@DU reports that Zoli, HASPP ‘all 
be active from Yemen, 70 starting in June. This is 
going to be interesting in light of the recent flap” 
over the 701A operation. . 


The 59(9) DX Report is going on the www : 
for the next four'weeks or 50. If enough subscribers | 
indicate a preference to the electronic version, they 
will offer it starting in June 1997. The URL is: 
http://www.cmpexpress.com/599report. 


ATLANTIC DIVISION AMATEUR OF THE YEAR: 
Joseph Nunemaker, KD3VR 


_ Congratulations to Joseph Nunemaker, KD3VR, on being selected as the ARRL ~ 
‘Atlantic Division’s Amateur of the Year 1997. Joe is Vice Director on the 
Board of the Green Mountain Repeater Association and resides in Seabrook, 
Maryland. Formal announcement of the selection will be made at the Atlantic — 
Division Convention in Rochester, NY on May 30th 1997. The Atlantic Division 
encompasses the areas of Maryland-DC, Delaware, Eastern PA, Western, PA, 
Northern, NY, Western, NY and Southern, NJ. The Award is presented to an 
outstanding all-around amateur with a strong record of service to the amateur 


community. 
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Traffic 
Fun 


By Geri Sweeny, 
N4GHI 


June 15, Father’s Day. July 4th. Both great 
times to send a message. Radiograms are unique. 
A live voice presents your message; and, is often 
given a chance to explain amateur radio and the 
National Traffic System. It’s a win, win 
proposition. You get credit; our hobby gets credit; 
and, stations on various nets have something to 
do. 


_ Traffic handling is worked into all other aspects 
of amateur radio. Last month messages were send 
that gave thanks for QSL cards; DX managers 
requested ASAP’s; Contesters advised folks of 
upcoming contests and thanked them for 
participating in past contests. 


Sending a message is also a wonderful way to 
send congratulations for awards and appointments 
(amateur or not). Schedules last month were: 
arranged (Let’s set up a schedule’’); lamented 
(‘Sorry did not make it this morning”); discussed 
(“Home again x Had good vacation x Please 
schedule QSO for ___””); and, many reunions 
(high school, military, family, etc) are first 
announced via a radiogram. 


Bragging is often done via a message. Last 
month weather (generally in Florida) was most 
bragged about with children just behind. Birth 
announcements are even sent with a radiogram. 
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My three favorite messages (in a pool of about 
300 which I relayed), were: “After 37 years so glad 
to talk again x Letter in mail”. “Please change 
April 18 birthday to June 18 x Wish I could change 
year also.” And, “Done income tax and still have 
money left over x The government is slipping hi”. 
Being a traffic handler is fun. Please give a listen 
and see if you.-would enjoy this activity. Even if 
you are without a radio and not interested in traffic 
handling, please send a message. 


BTN (Balt.TfcNet) 6:30pm 146.67 
NVTN (NoVaTfcNet) 7:30 pm 147.30 
DCTN (DCTfcNet) 8:00pm 147.36 


To send a message, check into one of the above 
2-meter traffic nets and/or call one of the amateurs 
below. You need know nothing about traffic 
handling to send a message. 


VIRGINIA 
N4ABM Ole Reston - 860-0512 
N6ANQ John Mt Vernon 360-3773 
N4DCC Bill Falls Church 534-1972 
W4HU John Arlington 536-9537 
WB4KSG Lon Stephenson 662-4242 
WD4MIS John Arlington 534-1428 
KR4MU George Arlington 538-4959 
WB4EFLT Jim Dale City 573-6930 
N3PDK Mike Alexandria 671-2627 
KD4TWR Dave Leesburg 777-5070 
MARYLAND 
K3CY Buck Rivera Beach 255-0896 
N3IVO Rosie Baltimore 744-4362 
K30RW Jim Taneytown | 751-1676 
WJ3R Gordon Severna Park 647-2956 
N3VEJ Doug Parkville 256-0257 
N3VB3J Jerry Dundalk 284-6117 
Geri, N4GHI, STM VA 
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Amateur 
Radio 
Training 


John Forrest WZ4A 


6111 Burnett St., Alexandria, VA 22310 


(703)971-3905 


Please send announcements for training classes and club training contacts to WZ4A at 
the above address. Deadline is the 25th of the 2nd month prior to the Auto Call 


publication date (e.g., 25 December for the February issue). 


Alexandria RC 

Anne Arundel RC 
Arlington ARC 
Antietam Radio Assn. 
BRATS (Baltimore) 
Baltimore ARC 
Dulles ARG 

Fauquier ARC 
Frederick ARC 
Laurel ARC 


Mid-Atlantic DX Assn. 


Madras 

MD Mobileers ARC 
Montgomery ARC 
Mt. Vernon ARC 
NASA/Goddard ARC 
Ole VA Hams ARC 
Pentagon ARC 

St. Marys Co. ARC 
Shenandoah Val ARC 
Southern MD ARC 
Southern Pax ARC 
Stafford Adult Ed 
Sterling Park ARC 
Tri-County ARC 
Vienna Wireless 
Woodbridge Wireless 
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Club Training Contacts 


Rich Adamy KA4GFY 
Tony Young WA3YLO 
Mike Callaham NW3V 
Robert Long KD3JK 

Joe Chidester W3SHZ 
Essex Community College 
Michael Weber WB8RDN 
Neil Spokes AB4YK 

Hal Silverman W3HWC 
Pud Reaver W3 YD 
Michael Vaia, WB8VBW 
Larry Ziecheck, N3GKZ 
Bruce Colburn AA3KR 
Rocky Jones KC4UXO 
John Forrest WZ4A 
Vikki Gigante KA3PVS 
Charles Dale WA4YGI 
David Boyd K9MX 
Peter Butt WA3UMY 
Guy Black W4PSJ 

Vic Curtis WA3 YUV 


Dwayne Kincaid WD80YG 


Jerry Mullinix AC4HK 
Forrest Snyder N4UTY 
John Creel WB3GXW 
Kerry Kingham, WA4BQM 
Jim Duffey WD4AIR 


AU TORS ICALL 


(703) 644-3920 
(301) 262-1917 
(703) 241-5618 
(301) 824-5132 
(410) 602-0353 
(410) 780-6854 
(703) 450-2304 
(540) 364-3861 
(301) 831-7946 
(301) 498-6293 
(301) 738-3861 
(301) 984-6113 
(410) 437-1891 
(301) 216-5210 
(703) 971-3905 
(301) 249-2609 
(703) 361-3091 
(540) 659-6241 
(301) 862-2214 
(540) 722-4952 
(301) 888-1388 
(410) 586-2177 
(540) 659-3905 
(703) 430-4149 
(301) 572-5124 
(703) 691-2719 
(703) 491-3170 


June 1997 


Volunteer JOHN FORREST WZ4A 
Examiner 6111 Burnett St. 


Alexandria, VA, 22310 


Cooperative (703) 971-3905 


* Effective July 1, 1997, the Novice and Technician written exam question pools (Elements 2 and 3a) 
will change. Five questions on RF safety will be added to each exam. All books and study materials 
not based on these new question pools will be obsolete after that date. Be sure to use study materials 


appropriate for the current question pool. 
+ Effective J anuary 1, 1997, the maximum FCC authorized exam fee is $6.26. 


* Copies of the complete (as of date) 1997 VEC Exam schedule from the Auto Call database are 
available. To obtain a copy, please send a large, self-addressed envelope with sufficient postage to 
cover 10 letter-size pages along with $2.00 to cover copying costs to WZ4<A at the above address. 


1997 Schedule of Examinations 


Landover, MD - D.C.M. ARC (WSYI VEC) Walk-In 
Contact: Freddie Battle NG3G (202)546-9348 (Day) 
(301)773-2898 (Evening) 


Manassas, VA - Ole Virginia Hams ARC. Walk-in. 
Contact: Harry Vorhauer, W4PVA 
(703) 368-6050 


Annapolis, MD - Maryland Mobileers ARC (Laurel VEC) 
Pre-Registration Requested, Walk-Ins Space Available 
Contact: Lois Turner KA3VVQ (410)647-4178 


Alexandria, VA - Mt. Vernon ARC (Laurel VEC) Walk-In 
Contact: Frank Mackey K4EC (703)455-1510 
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Cumberland, MD - (Mountain ARC VEC) Walk-In 
Contact: Leo Patterson KQ8E (304)289-3576 
Gay Rembold W3DFW (301)724-0674 


Davidsonville, MD - Anne Arundel Radio Club (Laurel VEC) 
Walk-In 
Contact: Bob Israel WC3I (301)262-5083 


Towson, MD - Baltimore ARC (ARRL VEC) 
Pre-Registration Requested, Walk-Ins Accepted 
Contact: Ed Kriston N3WJA (410)HAM-FTALK, Mailbox 3952 


Laurel, MD - Laurel ARC (Laurel VEC) 
Pre-Registration Desirable, Limited Walk-In 
Contact: John Creel WB3GXW (301)572-5124 after 6 PM 


Manchester, MD - Hanover Area Hamming Assn (ARRL VEC) 
Walk-In accepted, Pre-Registration Encouraged 
Contact: Ed Daves (410)239-8488 


Frederick, MD - Mid-Atlantic DX & Repeater Association (ARRL VEC) 
Pre- Registration Desirable, Limited Walk-In. Contact the club voice BBS: 
301-473-4151 box 110 or E-Mail ‘““veteam @ aol.com” 


Landover, MD - D.C.M. ARC (ARRL VEC) Walk-In 
Contact: Freddie Battle NG3G (202)546-9348 (Day) 
(301)773-2898 (Evening) 


Elkins, WV - (Mountain ARC VEC) Walk-In 
Contact: Walter Corley KF8SX (304)637-0506 


Alexandria, VA - Mt. Vernon ARC (Laurel VEC) Walk-In 
Contact: Frank Mackey K4EC (703)455-1510 


Davidsonville, MD - Anne Arundel Radio Club (Laurel VEC) 
Walk-In 
Contact: Bob Israel WC3I (301)262-5083 


Don't forget to bring your license when upgrading]! 
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Location TBA - Mid-Atlantic DX & Repeater Association (ARRL VEC) 


Pre- Registration Desirable, Walk-In 9 - 10 AM during hamfest 
Contact the club voice BBS: 301-473-4151 box 110 or E-Mail 
“veteam @ aol.com” 


Laurel, MD - Laurel ARC (Laurel VEC) 
Pre-Registration Desirable, Limited Walk-In 
Contact: John Creel WB3GXW (301)572-5124 after 6 PM 


Manchester, MD - Hanover Area Hamming Assn (ARRL VEC) 
Walk-In accepted, Pre-Registration Encouraged 
Contact: Ed Daves (410)239-8488 


Fredericksburg, VA - Fredericksburg VE Team (ARRL VEC) Walk-In 
Contact: Carolyn Cavanagh AC4SK (540)373-7076 


Hagerstown, MD - Antietam Radio Assn. (ARRL VEC) 
Pre-Registration Recommended 
Contact: Bob Long KD3JK (301)824-5132 before 9 PM 


Berryville, VA - Shenandoan Valley ARC (Hamfest) 
2 (Mountain ARC VEC) Walk-In 
Contact: Leo Patterson KQ8E (304)289-3576 
Gay Rembold W3DFW (301)724-0674 


Alexandria, VA - Mt. Vernon ARC (Laurel VEC) Walk-In 
Contact: Frank Mackey K4EC (703)455-1510 


-Cumberland, MD - (Mountain ARC VEC) Walk-In 
Contact: Leo Patterson KQ8E (304)289-3576 
Gay Rembold W3DFW (301)724-0674 


Davidsonville, MD - Anne Arundel Radio Club (Laurel VEC) Walk-In 
Contact: Bob Israel WC3I (301)262-5083 


Don t forget fo bring your license when upgrading!! 


~~“ 
os, 
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Alexandria 
Radio 
Club 


= 


Meetings: Second Friday of each month, 7:30 
PM at the Alexandria Fire Department 


Administrative Office (co-located with Fire 
Station #54), 900 Second St., Alexandria, VA 
Nets: Every Thursday at 8:00 p.m. on 147.315 
output / 147.915 input. (W4HFH repeater) 

Web page: http://members.aol.com/n4cwp/ 
w4hfh.html (or search on Yahoo: W4HFH) 

Information: Rich -KA4GFY, 703-644-3920. 


New club meeting hours: The starting time of 
monthly club meetings moves to 7:30 p.m. The 
day, second Friday of each month remains the 
same. : 

The April Fox Hunts proceeded well. Harry - 
N4CWP was first to find the fox, Rick - N4ASX, 
located near the GW Masonic Temple, overlooking 
Oldtown. Harry has accepted the role as fox. A 
motion was proposed and approved to schedule a 
follow-up Fox Hunt on May 10, with follow-up 
social at the QTH of N4ASX (Rick and Karen). 


(Secretary’s note - 4/26; N4CWP was the first 
to snare the fox on April 12th in the vicinity of the 
GW Masonic Temple, and is willingly assumed the 
role of Fox for the May 10th hunt. (Results of the 
May hunt are not in at time of this article 
submission 4/30.) 


The topic for the (April) monthly presentation 
was Antenna fundamentals. What a sleeper you 
say? Well, event this appliance operator (NP2IL) 
took an interest to this presentation. The speaker, 
our own Rick - N4ASX began with some 
fundamental theory leading up to intermediate 
antenna theory (wavelengths, harmonics, basic 
meter formula, etc.) with doses of practical 
considerations. Comments and thought provoking 


presentation. 


For the June meeting, the Podium will | “ 
visited by Bob - N4DBE, who will be offering q 
insight into the mysteries and happenings in 
GMRS. 


3 


Speaker topics for upcoming club meetings are — 
being coordinated by the Vice President, Rick, 
N4ASX. Speaker and topic information will be _ 
posted on the club’s web page, or may be obtained | 
from Rick by calling him at 703-317-9305. | 


Ge Arundel 


AARC Radio Club - 


Meetings: 8 PM lst and 3rd Thursdays, 
Davidsonville Family Recreation Center,® 
Queen Anne Bridge & Wayson Roads off MD 

Rt. 214 near Annapolis. en A 
On the air: 2030 Thursdays when there isno | 
club meeting on 147.705/105. Tuesdays at 


73, NP2IL-Steve 


Anne 


2030 local time on 28.410. Wednesdays at 
2000 on 444.400. The Chesapeake Weather 
& Traffic Net on 147.705/105 at 1100 and 
1500 every weekend day and public holiday 


from April 1 to November 15.. MSN | 
(Maryland Slow Net) every evening at 1930 -]| » 
on 3.7170 MHz. 

Address: P.O. Box 308, Davidsonville, MD 
21035. 

Information: Margaret (Holly) Bevan, Ao ene 
923-0229. ee 


At the April 17th program meeting, Brian 
Fitzpatrick/N3QXW, ARES Coordinator and 
RACES Radio Officer for Anne Arundel County, 
gave a talk on ARES (Amateur Radio Emergency 
Service) and RACES (Radio Amateur Civil 
Emergency Service) and how they fit Boba? 


questions were asked and answered. Even the Emergency Communications. RaW, 
Extra and Advanced folks stayed tuned in for this ; i 
Page 20 AUTOLS CALLE June 1997 os 


April was a busy month for public service 
events. On April 6th several club members, 
coordinated by Dave Evartt/N6TAU, provided 
communications for the Annapolis Striders’ Cherry 
Pit 10-mile race. 


On April 12th Ken Queen/N3MCY, Rick 
Cooper/N3BUT and Ann Cooper/N3YJQ did 
communications for the Anne Arundel County 
Walk for the Hungry at the Anne Arundel County 
Fairgrounds. Rain halfway through the walk did 
not dampen the enthusiasm of the participants. 


_ Then on April 27th a dozen club members, 
coordinated by Randy DeKroney\N3MNX, 
worked the March of Dimes Walk-a-thon which 
started and ended at the Navy-Marine Corps 
Stadium. Everything went smoothly with the 500+ 
walkers and the volunteers reported that a good 
time was had by all. 


_ At the clubhouse on April 12th, Bob Israel/ 
WC3I, Charles Tiemeyer/W3RMD and Oscar 
Ramsey\NV3G gave 36 tests to 16 persons. 
Twenty-two tests were passed with 10 upgrades. 
_ Other members of the team included Bob Rose/ 
AA3RR, Harlan Ray III/AA3FE, Robert Kammer/ 
N3POX, Bettye Tiemeyer/K3VRZ and Holly 
Bevan, N3MB. The next testing session at the 
clubhouse will be on June 14th. 


Congratulations to Kelly Fast/N3XUJ who has 
upgraded to Advanced. 


73, Holly/N3MB 


\ 


WORLDWIDE DISTRIBUTION 
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Woodbridge, VA 22191 _ 
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Baltimore 
Amateur 
Radio Club 


Meetings: Meetings: Twice monthly, 7:30 pm 
at Towson Presbyterian Church, Chesapeake 
and Highland Avenues, Towson, Md.. -First 
Wednesday of the month -business meeting, 
Third Wednesday of the month - program. 
Repeaters: W3FT/RPTR 146.67(-), 224.24 
(-) (no PL) and 449.625(-)(PL 107.2) Note: 
two meter/220 Mhz. repeaters are linked. 


Club Net: Every Tuesday night at 8:30 pm on 
146.67/224.24. 

NTS Net: Daily at 6:30 pm on 146.670/ 
224.240 

Club BBS: (410) 252-6238 (min. 2400 baud) 
Information: (410) HAMTALK 


Greater Baltimore Hamboree & 
Computerfest/Maryland State ARRL Con- 
vention information: (410) HAM-FEST or 
(800) HAM-FEST. ; 

Club Address: BARC, Inc., P.O. BOX 120, 
Reisterstown MD 21136 


Thank You to all who attended the Greater 
Baltimore Hamboree and Computerfest, as well as 
to all who worked so hard on this annual project. 
The show was a huge success, judging from the 
lines that formed at 5:30 AM on Saturday. 


At the ARRL Maryland State Convention 
Banquet, Don Baker, President of BARC, accepted 
a beautiful plaque from Kay Craigie, WT3P, 
Atlantic Division Director. This commemoration 
from the ARRL was to celebrate BARC’s 50th 
anniversary. 


Other special guests in attendance at the 
banquet were Division Vice Director, Bernie Fuller, 
N3EEN, Randall Carlson, WB@JJX, Section 
Manager from Delaware and Harold Smith, K2HC, 
General Chairman of the Rochester Hamfest and 
Atlantic Division Convention. 


Later in April, Chuck, K3FT organized the 
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support team for the March of Dimes 
WalkAmerica. Thirteen club members participated 
to help make the Baltimore walk another MOD 
success! Everyone was fortunate that it was a quiet 
day, in terms of need for emergency 
communications. March of Dimes expressed their 
thanks and appreciation for a job well-done. — 


Now, in the beginning of June, it’s time to turn 
our thoughts to Field Day. In less than four weeks, 
we’ ll have two HF stations on the air from Graham 
Memorial Park. The public is invited to visit during 
daylight hours between 2 PM on June 28 and 2 
PM on June 29. The park is located about two miles 
north of I-695 on Harford Road (beltway exit 31). 
It is on the right hand side, second driveway past 
Bill Bateman’s place. 


We’re working on securing donations for much 
of the support needs. In addition to the two HF 
stations, we’ll have a VHE station under the 
leadership of Maurice Cahill, KA3EJJ. The HF- 
CW station will be lead by Bill Dobson, N3WD. 
The HF-SSB station will be lead by Lee Thompson, 
AA3LN. 


If you wish to operate or to log, contact any of 
these fellows to schedule a slot. Onsite training 
will be provided, and you do not need to be licensed 
for the band in operation, since control operators 
will be present. Get your feet wet on HF!!! 
Camping space (no hookups) is available, and 
several of us plan to use it. 


Around the club, we must remember that it is 
election time. Be sure to attend the business 
meeting on June 4 at Dulaney HS to voice. your 
opinion on who our next leaders will be. Our next 
regular program meeting will be on June 18. 


At that time, we will move back to the Towson 
Presby Church, since the school will be closed for 
the summer. See you at the meetings and at Graham 
Memorial Park for Field Day 1997. 


de N3VEJ, Doug 
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Capital City J 
Amateur Radio 
Society | 


Meetings: 3rd Saturday of each month at 1200 
hours at the Woodridge Public Library, 18th 
and Rhode Island Ave, N.E., Washington, D.C. 
Visitors welcome. — 

Repeater: W3EIL 144.51/145.11 MHz, open. 
Nets: Regular net Wednesday at 2000 hrs, 
RTTY net Thursdays 2100 hrs, voice portion 
2145 hrs, all on 145.110. © 

Mailing Address: CCARS, 1719 Franklin 
Street, N.E. Washington, DC 20018-2033. _ 
Information: Steve, W3ETX, (202) 526-1329 
or Chester, W3EIL (202) 529-9598. 


Chester W3EIL, who is an avid amateur 
astronomer has been following the comet and 
giving expert advice on how when and where to 
view Hale-Bopp. You had better get a viewing now, 
she only appears every 3000 years. . 


Don’t forget the OMIK 45th Annual 
Convention, July 16-19, 1997. The convention is 
at the Radisson Hotel St. Louis, Mo. Come and 
enjoy and participate in the Tours, Tech Sessions, — 
Entertainment, Group Photo and Banquet. There 
will be Talk-in frequencies for auto travelers. 
Contact Moody T. Law WQ6I. P.O. Box 
Claremont, CA. 91711. ae 


Belated Birthday Greetings to Shep WB3RIC, 
Monday, April 7, 1997. Glad to hear Sharyn 
KA3DOF on the Wednesday night net. Saw Ed 
W3HQ replanting his antenna forest. Joe K3UAL, — 
picked up a new 2 meter antenna at Timonium > 
Hamfest. The Timonium Hamfest is getting better 
and larger each year. We saw many CCARS and > 
local Hams in Timonium, the WX was fine on 
Saturday. 


Three Hip! Hip’s! for a job well done by the 


Nominating Committee of CCARS Colin N3UBI 
and Jim AA3CD, for canvassing the club for — 
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EER a NM 
- oo eae 

323 Mill St. ss kee 

Vienna, VA. POWER-TO-GO 


703.938.3350 
www.access.digex.net/~eeb WIAIKON ihre 


A store like NONE E 
you’ve seen before! EX€iaa = 


¢ Amateur Radio * Shortwave LOWE A@R 


¢ Scanners ¢ CB 
¢ Family Radio ¢ GPS (S) Ce ee 
m ° Books ¢ Optics 
¢ Night Vision ¢ WX equipment 
¢ Used Equipment ¢ Consignments 
it’s Worth the Trip! 


Shipping is 
Available. 


9 - S Mion. to Fri. 
9 - 8 Thurs. 
10 - 4 Sat. 

All major Credit 

Cards accepted 


' $10 OFF any new 
_ HF transceiver 
this month with a 

| copy of this ad! 


AMATEUR RADIO AND COMPUTER SHOW 
| AN ARRL APPROVED HAMFEST 


SUNDAY, JUNE 1, 1997 


PRESENTED BY THE OLE VIRGINIA HAMS A.R.C., INC 
** FREE PARKING = TALK-IN ON 146.37/97 & 223,.06/204.66 ™ HOURLY PRIDES = 


INDOOR EXHIBIT SPACE AVAILABLE FOR DEALERS AND MANUFACTURERS 
*** FOOD PROVIDED BY THE PARK WEST LIONS CLUB *** 


GENERAL ADMISSION: TAILGATING: 

$5.00 Per-person at gate $5.00 Per-space in addition to 
No advance sale general admission 

Gates open at 8:00 A.M. Gates open at 7:00 A.M. 


PRINCE WILLIAM COUNTY FAIRGROUNDS 1/2 MILES SOUTH OF 
__MANASSAS ON ROUTE 234 


To Fredericksburg / Richmond 
GENERAL INFORMATION 


e Ample room for tailgating- 25 acres eTailgate Set-up 2 PM till 11 PM on Sat. 
e Commercial buildings available for set-up from 2 PM till 8 PM on Saturday, 5/31 
e Prior written approval for food venders must be obtained from Hamfest Chairman 


e Door prizes of major radio equipment will be awarded at 3:00 PM 
Hourly prizes beginning at 10 AM for those present. DXCC QSL 
You do not have to be present for the major prizes. CHECKING 


Tailgating prize will be awarded at 3:00 PM. 


Dealer Information: General Information: 
Jack (N4YIC) 703-335-9139 Mary Lu (KB4EFP) 703-369-2877 


announcing the 
1997 


FATHER'S DAY HAMFEST 


SPONSORED BY 


FREDERICK AMATEUR RADIO CLUB 
Sunday June 15, 1997 


8:00 am to 3:00 p.m. 


FREDERICK COUNTY FAIRGROUNDS 


FREDERICK MARYLAND 


@RADIOS @ ELECTRONICS © COMPUTERS 
@GIANT OUTDOOR FLEA MARKET @ RAIN OR SHINE 
@iINDOOR COMMERCIAL AREA 


TALK-IN 
146.52(x) @ K3ERM 146.64(-) & 448.425(-)@ 146.73 (-) 


GENERAL ADMISSION: $5.00 donation 
TAILGATING SPACE: $5.00 ea. + 1 general admission 
6' VENDOR TABLE (INSIDE): $10.00 each 


Advanced reservation of INSIDE tables encouraged: PRINT your NAME, ADDRESS, COMPANY NAME, 
# OF TABLES requested and payment to: FARC PO BOX 1260 FREDERICK, MD 21702-0260 before 
May 16th. 


GREAT FOOD & Refreshments -- On-Site Security & facilities available 


For more information call the SOUND SOURCE @ (301) 695-2633 code: 6393 


Maryland Radio Center 


3394 Laurel-Ft. Meade Road - Laurel, Md. 20724 


Authorized Dealer For : 
Kenwood, Icom, AEA, Kantronics, 
Spi-Ro, Barker/Williamson, Alpha Delta, 
MFJ, ARRL Books, Callbook, Mirage, 


WeatherNode™ ! 
Wireless Weather Warnings, 
Watches, Forecasts, Pictures, 
Satellite Images, Graphics and 
Bencher, Hustler, Diamond, Amidon, News direct from the National 
Larsen, Nye, VanGorden, Daiwa, 
Antenna Specialists, Astron, Preinier, 
ADI, Ameco, Antennas West, and More 


Weather Service to your computer. 


be meeps as tn wen Ss + 
Use your scamicr te receive the 


signal, and our Demodulator and 


Software to store the information 
on your computer. Call for more 
information. 


ationwide Orders— 800-447-7489 
Baltimore ——————_-__ 410-880-4266 
Washington————-_ 301-470-4266 
Laurel ———————__ 301-725-1212 
FAX —————-_ 301-725-1198 


Internet: http://www.weathernode.com 


Free Coffee Every Day 
-) Free Donuts on Saturdays 


Baltimore 


Burtonsville 


x B/W Parkway 


To Fort Meade Whiskey Bottom 


Russett 
Green West 
areen Vest 


Washington 


Tt 
Red Clay 
Open Mon. - Fri. 10AM - 5PM: 


Saturday 10AM - 3PM 


nominations. The election was held at the April 
monthly meeting. The results are as follows: - 
_ President - John E. Leake N3TCD Vice President 
__ - Cyrus C. Parker N3EPH Secretary - Chester R. 
_ Martin W3EIL Treasurer - Willis S. Stewart 
_ N3LGB Board of Directors Weaver Shepperson 
_ WB3KIC Ernest E. Stephens W3ETX W. Joe 
_ Saunders K3UAL Guest at the April meeting were 
_ Jeanne B. Saunders XYL of Joe K3UAL and Bill 
- N3JBX a member of DCMARC. Lawrence 


N3QEX did a professional presiding over the 
election. 


_ Final arrangements for the Atlantic City trip 
have been completed. We depart Monday, May 19, 
1997 8:30 a.m. from the Capital Plaza Parking Lot 
between Bob’s Big Boy and the Chevy Chase 
Bank. Call 202 529-7268 or 202 529-9598. 


Sorry to report that Calvin McKenzie KA3ZOZ 


_ spent all of October, November and December in 


the hospital. He had a serious case of pneumonia . 


Seven members of CCARS participated with 
the District of Columbia Amateur Radio Service 


| who conducted the Communications Net for the 


Cherry Blossom Parade, held on Constitution 
Avenue. Participating were, Paul KQ3X (Net 
Control), Colin N3UBI, Willie KE3SA, Jim 
AA3CD, Joe K3UAL, John N3TCD, Bob N3 VTL. 


73’s Joe KZ3UAL 


Chapter X 


a“ 


BA Sectety <— 
of Wereless Proucers 


THE INTERNATIONAL ORGANIZATION 
OF PROFESSIONAL RADIO TELEGRAPHERS 


For Information Call 
(703) 536-9537 


June 1997 


AUTOLS ICALLY 


Digital 
Mid-Atlantic 
Radio Council 


el 


Meetings: Quarterly, date/time TBA 
E-mail: DMARC@QSL.NET 

Web Page: http://www.qsl.net/dmarc 
Address: P.O. Box 73, Accokeek, MD 20607. 


The “digital domain” provides a fascinating 
adjunct to regular amateur radio activities, from 
both a purely technical aspect and when combined 
with other day-to-day operating schedules. 


Amateur radio digital communications 
currently existing provide the active amateur 
operator with almost instant access to news about 
upcoming ham radio-related events, meetings, 
hamfests and training opportunities; health & 
welfare information and traffic, general interest 
bulletins, equipment availability, satellite pass 
schedules, DX “spot” information and weather 
conditions... and that’s just the beginning of it! 
With just a relatively modest investment in 
equipment to supplement your computer and VHF 
or UHF transceiver that you probably already have 
in your shack, you can access all of this information 
whenever you want. 


Do you have to pay $19.95 every month for 
access... absolutely not! In almost all cases, all of 
the above data is free for the asking once you 
acquire the necessary packet or digital hardware 
necessary. Occasionally a group might ask for 
donations to help defray the very high costs of 
establishing the radio bulletin board stations 
(BBS’s) or DX Cluster sites but, even then, the 
cost is just a fraction of what the typical Internet 
Service Provider (ISP) charges per month. 


DMARC is an organization that is working to 
publicize and champion the benefits of getting on 
the digital domain bandwagon. We are looking 
for ways to entice you to give this fascinating 
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amateur radio mode a “test drive”, much as you 
would go to the local car dealership and check out 
the latest 4-wheel dream machine. 


Take a moment and browse through a copy of 
the AES, HRO or EEB catalogs in the packet 
sections and see what is available. You’lI note that 
the cost of modern terminal node controllers 
(TNC’s) is relatively low. Couple one of these to 
your shack computer and VHF/UHF transceiver 
and you are ready to walk down an amazing road. 


Are you more technically inclined? Then 
consider this... amateur radio digital 
experimentation over the years has led either 
directly or indirectly to all modern Internet 
communications capability. The only reason that 
the Internet got so big is that America’s corporate 
giants dumped billions of dollars into the 
infrastructure. 


When you think how little money we have 
invested in the current ham radio packet and DX 
cluster distribution systems over the years for the 
excellent level of performance we have, one might 
conclude that the return on investment appears to 
be pretty high! 


So how about giving this digital stuff a try. We 
encourage you to start reading up on what it will 
take to test drive the latest packet radio TNC. Don’t 
know where to begin? Ask one of the digital 


“guru’s” at your local ham club. Buy a book at the 
local ham radio store. 


Check out DMARC’s new web page on the 
Internet - the URL is http://www.gqsl.net/dmarc 
which will give you complete data on our 
organization and lot’s of links to excellent 
educational and “how to” information about packet 
radio. Or, you are welcome to write us at the 
address shown above. We hope you will give 


amateur radio digital operations a spin! participate. 
73, Pete (WA3UMY), DMARC PIO 73, de Mike, N4PDY , 
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, Dulles 
Amateur 
Radio Group 


— 


On-the-air meeting: Tuesdays at 8:00 Bm 


on the Dulles Airport repeater. 

Repeater: N4FSC, 145.310 (Herndon) 

Mail: Dulles Amateur Radio Group, P.O. Box” 
5073, Herndon, VA 22070-1964 
Information: Mike Weber, WB8RDN, 703- 
450-2304 


The Dulles Amateur Radio Group (DARG) i is 


a family-oriented ham radio club affiliated with . 


the N4FSC repeater in Dulles, VA. 


| 


Membership is open to all, and the club holds 
several social and operating events each year. Dues — 


are $20/yr for your entire family; members have 


access to the repeater’s autopatch, and dues include © 


a subscription or renewal to AutoCall. All area 
hams are warmly invited to join our information 
net on Tuesday evenings at 8:00 pm. 


Planning continues for Field Day. We still don’t 


have an official coordinator, so if you’ re interested | 


in the job, contact Mike, WB8RDN at the number 


above. 


We’ ll be set up at Lake Fairfax Park again this 
year. All hams, their families, and anyone else 
interested in seeing ham radio in action are 
cordially invited to attend. | 


DARG will host an exam session in August; 
tune in to the Tuesday evening net for details. 


Mike, KD4ITN, our net coordinator, does a great 
job of conducting the net and getting information — 


like this out to the Dulles area ham community. 


All hams are cordially invited to sign in and 


Fauquier 
Amateur Radio 
Association 


if Meeting: 7:30 p.m., Second Thursday of the 
month except July, August and December. 
Crestar Bank, Warrenton Ctr, Warrenton VA. 
Breakfast: Last Saturday of the month at 


Western Sizzlin Warrenton VA 8:00 - 9:30 a.m. 
“Net:Every Wednesday, 9:00 p.m, 147.165 Mhz 


NZAN Repeater 


_*| Packet: KE4YVU FARAT node 145.070 Mhz 


with direct connect to FBBS9, FBBS9 Bulletin 
“Board 145. 090 Mhz, FARAY node 145.090 
Mhz. 

Repeater: NZAN/R 147.165 Mhz (+0.600). 


|;, Newsletter: TOROID, Monthly. Deadline for 


phe UG 


submissions: 20th of the month. Contact 


onnie, -n4qpb @mnsinc.com. 


| ‘Info: Chuck Gould, N4YXW 540-347-0112. 


FARA, PO Box 752, Warrenton VA 20187 
"Web: http: //www.mnsinc.com/ki4ro/fara.htm. 
- Next meeting: Jun 12. 


_*- FARA will participate in communications and 


ear parking direction for the Commonwealth 
Dressage Association’s program on May 26 starting 

at 7:00 am. The event will last until 4:00 pm. 
$1000 will be raised by the participation of about 


*20 of our club members. Contact Don, WY2V to 


_ “get details. We need everybody out for this event 
_ “to make it a grand success. 


i dipole”. 


The club breakfast was held on Saturday the 
27th of April. The breakfast has been great lately 
with lots of folks showing up to swap stories and 


| fy shiare the meal. 


- This month Larry, K4LLQ brought a “tape 
It’s an ingenious military style dipole 
made from two tape measures - you can crank out 
the measured amount needed for your band, attach 


the coax (balun is built-in) and you’re on the air. 


” 
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Looks like a good idea for Field Day! 


Minutes of April 10 FARA meeting 


Don, WY2V, gave us an update on the 
Commonwealth Dressage organization’s Memorial 
Day plans including a map of the course. New 
members Lisa Wikfors, KF4FJD, and Peter 
Brockert, KF4QMY were elected to membership 
by acclamation. Lisa is a student in the FARA 
General FCC License class that Neil is teaching. 
Bob, KF4FJC, and Ellie, KF4NBO, FARA 
members, are Lisa’s Dad and Mom. Peter, a work 
colleague of Emerson’s, KE4QJH, has just passed 
his Technician exam. Chuck offered a warm 
welcome to both Lisa and Pete. 


Chuck, N4YXW, advised the membership of 
a generous donation of electronic equipment (new 
value $9000) by a business associate. The donation 
was gratefully accepted. 


John, KI4RO, accepted nomination as Field 
Day chairman with Leon, KE4TSP, as his Deputy. 
After considerable discussion it was decided that 
we will run a QRP two transmitter operation (CW 
and SSB) with packet, novice, VHF, natural power 
and satellite potential. The discussion on the 
repeater has really been great, as strategy for 
antennas and operating aids are debated. 


John’s circulated his 38 special, a QRP kit for 
30 m. It is a very neat rig in a small box for a 
minimal amount of money. It is produced by the 
Norcal QRP club. 


Bud, WA@KHN brought some vintage code 
keys from his collection, including a valuable Mack 
key that dates from the 19th century. Other keys 
dating from the early 20th century and immediate 
post-W W2 period made an interesting center piece 
on the boardroom table. 


Al Jensen, N4RER, a local ham, but not a 
FARA member, donated almost six years of QSTs 
to the club and their sale brought in $12 for the. 
club. Our thanks to Al for this thoughtful donation. 
Thanks to Don, WY2V, for picking up the books. 
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Be sure to attend the May meeting. The Field Day 
preparations are in full swing and we need your 
ideas! 


73, Mark 


Green Mountain 
Repeater 
Association 


Meetings: Board of Directors, Last Monday 
of each month. 

Repeaters: KD3VR-146.61 (Cheverly), 
K3GXF-146.88 (Greenbelt). 

Luncheon: First Saturday of each month at 
the Fountain Cafe, in the Laurel Shopping 
Center Mall, US Route 1 (Baltimore Ave.) and 
Cherry Lane. Starts at 11:30 AM. Monitor 
146.88 for Talk-In. 

Nets: Old Gents Net meets on 146.88 each 
day at 9:30 A.M. and 6:30 P.M. Washington 
Adventist Amateur Radio Association Net 
meets on 146.88 each Thursday at 9:30 P.M. 
Mail: P.O. Box 523, Bowie, MD 20718-0523. 
Information: John Williams, N5SJZ, (301) 
805-5761. 


CONGRATS. :TO). NEW)i(PILOT” - 
Congratulations to VE3VJU/W3, Sally, who 
recently passed her flight test and is now a full 
fledged private pilot with passenger privileges. 
Spouse, N3RQS, Derrick, also a pilot, can now 
slide over to the co-pilot’s seat for a while. Listen 
this summer for their aeronautical mobile 
transmissions. 


TRAVELS WITH KENNY - Your wondering 
gypsy Auto Call column scribe N3HLY, Kenny, 
was off again, this time to attend the annual reunion 
of the Navy Amateur Radio Club in Charleston, 
S.C. Kenny is Master at Arms for the club which 
meets daily at 0730 hours on 40 meters (7260). 
Kenny may be 77 but socially and actively he is 
37! 
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NEW GUY WIRES JUST IN TIME - K3BEQ, | 
Murray, had new guy wires installed on his 70 foot | . 
Rohn 25G tower just in the nick of time. ete 
after installation our area got hit with severe hi 
winds several times while Murray and his X? 
were away visiting relatives and friends in Florida. 
Mike, KO7V did the installation as he has done 
for many amateurs in our area. If you are looking ee 
for someone to do a first rate job, done correctly — 
the first time, call Mike for an estimate on installing 
or removing towers/antennas etc. His work is 
impeccable and you will sleep better at night when 
the “wind starts a blowin from the Norwest”. 


KEBEQ enroute to Florida to visit relatives and 


friends while talking on his 2 meter handheld. 


Looks like he took his belongings with! Times are 
tough all over... (Photo by Esta Green, XYL). 


APRIL LUNCHEON - The high pollen count, 
rain and spring fever kept the attendance down a 
little this month. About 30 club members showed 
up for the April luncheon. Come to think of it, even 
the shopping mall was relatively empty. Reminder, 
the luncheons are the first Saturday of each month, 
1130, at the Laurel Shopping Mall food Sade 
just above Montgomery Wards. 


THEY DID IT AGAIN! As you know KD3VR 
Joe, and N5SJZ, John were responsible for finding 
two mint Motorola Micor repeaters at last year’s 
hamfests. Well, at the recent Timonium hamfest 
they did it again. Lacking one test set for the 61 
repeater and unable to find it anywhere else, they 
came across an unusually clean unit at the flea 
market. After Joe finished with it, the set looks — 
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and new and is now installed and ready for use 
t the 61 site. Thanks guys. The price was right 


LR Une sober neers 


_ The inside of the new Motorola Micor repeater at 

the 61 site. It is in mint condition, both inside and 
out, thanks to KD3VR, N5SJZ and N3NGA. An 
identical unit is installed at the 88 site. Believe it 
_ or not these are hamfest finds! (Photo by K3BEQ). 


SO LONG TO TWO OF THE BEST - By the 
time you read this column, N5SJZ, John, and 
- spouse N5SKA, Debby, will have moved to Utah. 

John is in the Air Force and this was a routine 
reassignment. We can’t say enough about the 
contributions of these two to the GMRA. 
Preparation of the Association’s newsletter, 
- financial negotiations so that we now have 
: autopatches on both repeaters at a very low cost, 
taking care of all club treasury matters, special 
; yearly mailings that consistently brought in new 
_ members, development of the talking S meter on 
the previous repeaters and introduction of the 
repeater to the Internet, to name a few. They will 
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be sorely missed. Good luck to the both of them 
from GMRA. (Note: Just to let you know that as 
we write this column in April, plans are in the 
making to have a going away picnic or dinner for 
the two sometime in May or early June.) 


BOARD OF DIRECTORS - With the 
forthcoming June reassignment of John, N5SJZ, 
to Utah by the Air Force, a vacancy will exist on 
the GMRA Board of Directors. At their April 28th 
meeting, the Board selected Roy Ashlin, N3NGA, 
to serve the remainder of John’s term. Congrats to 
Roy!” 


EMAIL - If you have Email capability and want 
to receive GMRA _ Bulletins, © special 
announcements etc., please send an Email to 
K3BEQ at mgreen @erols.com requesting that you 
be added to the Email listing. 50% of the 
membership now have Email service which 
provides GMRA information on a timely basis. 


USED MOBILE FOR SALE - I suspect that 
everyone reading this column has, at one time, 
purchased a mobile rig/antenna and installed it in 
their car. Well, Woody, W3HII, went one step 
further. He was so entranced with Don’s (W3RYQ) 
silver 1985 Fiero that he bought it, complete with 
antenna. The rig however will be supplied by 
Woody. Happy mobiling. 


That’s all folks...... 
73 de Kenny, N3HLY & Murray K3BEQ 


QUARTER CENTURY WIRELESS ASSOCIATION, INC. 


Licensed at least 25 years ago? 


And licensed now? 

Then you should belong to the 
QUARTER CENTURY WIRELESS ASSOCIATION 
For information write: 

159 East 16th Ave., Dept F 
Eugene, OR 97401-4017 
http://www.teleport.com/~qcwa 
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Historical 
Electronics 
Museum Amateur 
Radio Club 


Meetings: Second Wednesday of each month,. 
5:30 PM,In the Historical Electronics 
Museum, West Nursery Road and Elkridge’ 
Landing Roads: Linthicum, Maryland (Next 
to BWI Marriott Hotel). 

Net: Monday 8:00 PM, 146.67(—)/224.24(-) 
MHz (courtesy of BARC). 

Club Station: W3GR. 

Info: Herman Turner, WK3P (410) 647-4178. 
Mail: P.O. Box 746, Mail Stop 4015, 
Baltimore , MD 21203. 

Street address: 1745 W. Nursery Rd., 
Linthicum, MD 21090. 


»W3GR D-Day Special Event Station - 
June 7& 8, 1997 


To commemorate. the contribution of 
electronics to the success of the Normandy 
Invasion on D-Day, June 6, 1944, W3GR will be a 
special event station on June 7 & 8, 1997. The 
station will operate each day from 10 AM to 5 PM 
EDST. 


An original US Navy TBL-13 transmitter will 
operate CW in the lower portion of the general class 
segment of the 40 and 20M bands. In addition 
W3GR will operate SSB on 40/20/15 & 10M, 2M 
FM,’70CM ATV and on the RS-12 Satellite. 


. A commemorative certificate will be issued. 
Send a QSL card with 2-32c stamps to: HEMARC 
W3GR, c/o Historical Electronics Museum, P. O. 
Box 746, MS 4015, Baltimore MD 21203. 


The April 1997 Meeting 


~The equipment has been arranged in the new 
W3GER station and interconnection and check out 
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has begun. It is grand to have more room and be * 
able to use and display some of the newly restored — 
old gear like the early HRO and hale i 
receivers. tae 


Donations of UHF, VHF or Amateur © 
Microwave equipment would be very much 
appreciated. One of the missions of HEMARC is 
to provide a public display of all the many aspects — 
of ham radio on all bands. Equipment would be 
donated to the Museum and a tax deduction letter 
is available. . 


Heru Wamsley, W3WVV and Ray Robley, — 
KD3KK reported that the hands on/Elmering | 
training class has produced three bread board — 
vacuum tube QRP transmitters thus far and one 
has actually been put “on the air.” -The thrill ‘Of 
having your home-brew circuit actually work is — 
an important milestone in being a ‘ham.’ oot 


Dave Anderson, WA3WZX has donated rap ‘ 
Simpson 360 multimeters to the class for use of | 
the students. Thanks Dave. 


Field day planning continues. Winning on 
points is a goal, of course, but gaining a wider 
participation of more hams is given a higher 
priority in the planning. 


HEMARC resolved to provide more — 
representation at future FAR meetings. 


The Technical Session re 
Herman Turner, WK3P gave a very interesting | 
presentation on ‘The International Morse 
Preservation Society / FISTS CW Club.” ‘This 
world wide and rapidly growing organization ) 
provides an indication that CW is alive and wellin — 
ham radio today. ; 


73 de Chip, W4PBG 
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The Maryland 
Apple Dumpling 
Radio Amateur 
Society, Inc. 


Meetings: 2nd and 4th Thursdays - 7:00 P.M. 
NBC Building - WK YS Conference Room, 
4001 Nebraska Avenue, Washington, DC. 
Nets: Ist and 3rd Thursdays at 9:00 P.M. on 
145.45 MHz (PL-5A). 

Repeaters: 444.100/449.100 MHz (PL-2A), 
145.45/144.85 MHz (PL-5A). 

WWW Address: _shttp://mvhsl.mbhs.edu/ 
~fwrightMADRAS.html 

Mailing: P. O. Box 2468, Wheaton, MD 20902 
Information: Larry Ziecheck - N3GKZ (301) 
984-6113, Jean Blacik N3PLC (301) 984- 
6113. 


QSL cards from our W3USS Special Event are 
still pouring in on a regular basis. Several of our 
club members have volunteered to handle them as 


they arrive since it is so difficult to get together 
and do them as a group. We did have one big QSL 


_ signing party last month, with pizza and sodas 
_ afterward, but as spring approaches it gets harder 


and harder to get together evenings. 


Larry Ziecheck N3GKZ gave an excellent 


_ presentation on “Oscilloscopes” at our April 10th 
meeting. We were happy to see so many of our 
_ members present and J am sure Larry appreciated 
all the questions after the talk and slides were 
_ finished. 


Our April 24th meeting was on “Field Day ’97". 
This will be the first of four meetings to get Field 


- Day ’97 off the ground. None of us can believe 


that almost a full year has passed since last Field 
Day. 


MADRAS welcomes anyone interested in 


_ participating with our club on Field Day this year 


+ a 
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to contact Jean or Larry at 301-984-6113 during 
the day, or to call after 8:00 in the evening at 301- 
294-2513 and ask for Jean. We had calls from 
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several hams last year who wanted to operate with 
our club and *e were happy to have them aboard. 


Our club will once again set up and operate 
from the shopping center located at 11800 Coakley 
Circle, Rockville, Maryland. Coakley Circle is off 
of Parklawn Drive and is between Randolph Road 
and Boiling Brook. There will be a large sign to 
your right as you pull in the shopping center, 
announcing the MADRAS Field Day event. If you 
are in the neighborhood and want to join us, please 
do. 


All the members of MADRAS send best wishes 
to the clubs in the area participating in Field Day 
97. We hope that this will be the best Field Day 
ever for all-of you. We are well aware of the time 
and effort involved to put this event together and 
we say best of luck. May the bands be with you. 


73'.... Jean - N3PLC 


The Maryland 
Mobileers Amateur 
Radio Club 


Meetings: First Friday of each month at 
the AA Co. EOC, Crownsville State Hospital 
grounds Crownsville, Md. 

Repeaters: WA3PJQ - 146.805 & 449.125 
both in Millersville, Md. W3VPR - 442.3 in 
Annapolis - Joint usage AARC. | 
Social Breakfasts: 15 days (3 Saturdays) after 
club mtg, at Rick’s Cafe in Odenton at 9 AM. 
Mailing: MMARC, P.O. Box 935, Severn, 
Md. 21144 

Nets: 2-Meter on 146.805 @20:30 local time 
every Monday, 10-Meter CW practice net 
@ 19:00 Monday on 28.230 MHz. 
Information: Brian Fitzpatrick, N3QXW 
(President). Bill Ziegler KA6TYY (410) 987- 
2384 (e-mail: Zzziggy @aol.com). 

Web: http://www.erols.com/wb3v/mmarc/ 


Greetings to all from the Mobileers! I will pass on 
the following info about the MMARC’s Field Day. 
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You don’t have to be a MMARC Member to stop 
by and join us!! 


What: Field Day. Field Day is a emergency 
preparedness contest sponsored by the A.R.R.L. 
(American Radio Relay League). 


When: June 28 & 29, 1997 @ 18:00 UTC on 
Saturday to 2100 UTC on Sunday 2:00 Pm 
Saturday to 5:00 Pm Sunday our time. 


Where: John H. Downs Memorial Park Of Anne 
Arundel Co. in Pasadena, Md. 


Why: To learn. For camaraderie, To help fellow 
Hams learn. (Everyone has the ability to teach, 
Everyone can learn something from someone else.) 
For the FUN of it. 


Who: All United States & Canadian Hams 
(Locally, everyone is welcome to come & See what 
we do, & can even participate.) 

I hope to see you there! 


73’s, Ken Purdy/N30PI 
MMARC - Field Day Coordinator 


Thanks for the info Ken, I’m looking forward 
to.it! That’s it for this month. Please note our club 
meeting, breakfast and net times. We would be 
happy to meet you and share some good “ Ham 
Stories”!! Don’t Hesitate to use our repeater if 
you are in our area. 


73, Bill, KA6TY Y 


THIS SPACE‘ FOR RENT: 
JUST $17.00 PER 
MONTH! 


YOU CAN PLACE YOUR AMATEUR RADIO 
RELATED AD HERE FOR JUST $17.00 PER 
MONTH (AT THE YEARLY RATE), DON'T 
MISS OUT ON THE OPPORTUNITY TO 
REACH 2,000+ AUTO CALL READERS 
MONTHLY! 
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aa. Metrovision a 
NZ Amateur TV Club =" 


Fast Scan Color ATV gt § 
ime 


Meetings: Quarterly: Time and place TBD. 
Repeater: WA9GVK/4 (video/audio) Input: 
425-431 Mhz. Output: 438-444 Mhz. Acces- 


sible 144.970 Simplex FM Voice. 
On-the-air: Sundays and Wed. 8:00 P.M. 
Mailing: Metrovision, Inc., 3422 Silver Maple 
Place, Falls Church, VA 22042. 
Information: Sam - N3GHY (301 430-3373) 
Jim-KA4CKI = (703) 494-6342 © sy , 
Tom - KO40X = (540) 752-2100 
Rich- KA3BTD (301) 843-1253 


Metrovision now has an internet home page. It 
is just beginning to take shape and will be modified 
to include a mail box. The address is http:// 
www. geocities.com/CapeCanaveral/Lab/l 856. 
Please use upper and lower case as seen here. This 
is only a temporarily address for the initial set-up. 
There will a more permanent address coming up 
real soon. My son Rick - KB8SPV is providing 
the space free of charge. 


Bernie - W4SW (ex: WD40) has a new pair of 


antennas to replace his existing ATV antennas. _ 


Now that the weather is on the good side we expect 
the maintenance work to begin, to include me on 
that list. Gerald - KB4QGJ has been doing his part 
to support the ATV club. He’s normally our net 
control on Wednesdays and Sundays. Gerald said 
he likes to do a lot reading. No wonder he comes 
up with some strange questions during the nets. 


Bruce - WA9GVK normally has a problem 
getting on the ATV net as his little daughter. 
Chelsie, loves to go in his ham shack and turn all | 
the knobs on his equipment. It drives Bruce crazy 
as he has to scramble to reset everything just to 
give us a picture. Bruce is a good sport about it 
and occasionally puts the camera on Chelsie. 
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__ Since T-MARC and D-MARC implemented 
hie new band plan our ATV interference has been 
a minimized. Tom - KO40X however, still gets some 
_ interference from his area. The quiet time for packet 
_ must be observed as all amateurs need to work 
« together to share the bands. 


rll be “seeing you” 13’s Rich - KA3BTD 


Montgomery 
Amateur 
Radio Club 


Meetings: Ist and 3rd Wednesdays of each 

month at’7:30 p.m., Executive Office Bldg, 
« Montgomery Co. Govt Center, 101 Monroe 

St, Rockville. Park in underground lot G-2. 


Repeaters: 146.955 (-600) & 442.750 (PL 


| 156.7) in Rockville. 


Club Net: Every Sunday night at 7:30 PM, 
on the MARC repeater. 

- Internet: http://www.dsport.com/marc/ 
Mail: MARC, P.O. Box 611, Gaithersburg 
MD 20884-0611 3 
Information: Jeff - KZ3F (301) 258-0112 
Training: Ms. Rocky Jones (301) 216-5210 


A Close Call! 


We have all heard the joke that when the smoke 
leaks out of an electronic component, it stops 
working. ~The MARC repeater recently had the 
opportunity to put some smoke back in. Literally! 


3 
iat 


While performing routing repeater 


_ maintenance, Scott-KE3UM, Mark-N4EOC, Stan- 
_ W3INK, and Al-NW2M could hear police and fire 


services running up and down RT355 in Rockville. 
Since RT355 is a major traffic thoroughfare, the 


- noise went unnoticed. But the noise from a 


helicopter circling the building was more than 
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_ enough to get their attention and out onto the roof 


they went to see what was going on. It turned out 
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that a car fire had started in the parking garage and 
smoke was exiting one section of the building. 


The team checked the stairwell where smoke 
began to accumulate and the slight sound of a fire 
alarm could be heard. This was the 17th floor! 
(There was no fire alarm in the south tower roof 
area of this building.) This was the first moment 
that they knew the seriousness of the situation. 


The repeater doors were closed up and all of 
the equipment was collected. The team waited as 
W3INK checked into the RACES Net and relayed 
our situation to the Chief RACES Officer, Michele 
Cimbala-WK3X. Michelle was able to direct the 
team to the stairwell farthest from the fire. 


Enough time had lapsed for the fire to be 
extinguished and the fire alarm was silenced. This 
allowed the elevators to be used in recovering all 
of the test equipment back to the ground floor. Stan 
reported our OK status back to the RACES Net 
and thanked Michelle for her help. The story had 
a happy ending, and the 146.955 repeater has all 
the smoke it needs. A special thanks to Michele 
and the RACES team for their assistance in this 
situation - Thanks! 


ARRL Field Day - 1997 


The MARC Club will be operating Field Day 
from the Izaak Walton League in Damascus, MD 
(New ADC-Map Page 5 Grid D-6). Howard, 
W3CQH is our FD Chairman this year. Club 
members are encouraged to attend the June 
meetings and tune into the Sunday Night Nets as 
the final plans take shape. 


Plan to arrive early on FD Saturday to help with 
the antenna, power, and radio setup. We plan to 
run Class 4A in the event. We will cover 160 
meters thru 423 MHz, with satellite operations. 
Please bring your family and friends. Field Day is 
one of our family and social events as well. [WL 
is a gracious host! 


73, and see you in the pileups! Al, NW2M 
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National 
Capitol DX 
Association 


Meetings: Feb, Apr, Jun, Oct and Dec. at a 
member's home. Contact the Secretary (Rick 


Murphy, WA1SPT) for details. 1 
On-the-air: Every Sunday at 8:30 PM on the 
147.000 repeater. All are welcome! 
Information: Rick Murphy-WAISPT (703) 
280-2637 or Leo Boberschmidt-KA3TGY 
(301) 946-3738. 


The April meeting was held at the home of Jeff, 
WV3B, and Becky Strandberg in Silver Spring, 
MD. Our thanks to Jeff and Becky for hosting the 
meeting. At this meeting, NCDXA-member Yuki 
-JHINBN/K3ZB, announced his plans to operate 
from 8R and J8~-in late April-early May. [By the 
next column we should have some idea of how 
well Yuki did on his DXpedition]. At the time of 
writing this column, we are all eagerly awaiting 
the BS7H DX operation from Scarborough Reef. 
June will see activity in the VHF QSO Party and 
all hope for some nice DX openings. Also, many 
of the club members will be active at the end of 
the month with Field Day activities at various 
locations. 


During the CQ WPX SSB contest in late 


March, Leo - KA3TGY inaugurated the first HF 
use of the NCDXA club call [NC3DX]. It was 
Easter Weekend and propagation wasn’t great; also, 
Leo was operating 100 watts to verticals. Never 
the less, he was able to make 140 contacts in about 
11-12 hours of operating. Many of the contacts said 
thanks for the new multiplier. With so many 
contesters changing to 1 by 2 calls in the Vanity 
Call program, there were a lot fewer prefix 
multipliers out there. Jeff, WV3B, plans to use 
NC3DxX in the CQ WPX CW contest in May. With 
more power and a quad antenna, Jeff should be 
able to rack up a good number of contacts. 
Remember: if you are a club member and want to 
use the NC3DX club call, contact Rick - KIMU, 
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the club secretary and club call trustee. Operators 
are responsible for handling their own QSL chores. 
[We got one request, so far, for a QSL from the, 
CQ WPX SSB contest]. 
alien 2 

NEXT MEETINGS: For once, we are! well 
ahead of the game and have meeting venues for 
the June and August NCDXA meetings. oa mark 
your calendars with the following: 


June Meeting June 21st QTHofW3LPL, i 
Glenwood, MD August Meeting Aug ???? pe 
of W3YOZ on the Bay. 


The June meeting at W3LPL’s will be a joint 
meeting with NCDXA, PVRC, and FRC. A good 
chance to see Frank’s stupendous antenna farm and 
also chat with the folks from PVRC and FRC. The 
August meeting will be at W3 YOZ’s, on the Bay, 
but the date is not yet set. This is the Annual 
NCDXA-PVRC Fowlfest. Great location, great 
chicken barbecue, great attendees what more > 
could you ask for ???? ree 


73 till next time 
de Leo - KA3TGY, NCDXA President 


Northern 
Virginia 
FM Association 


Meetings: Fall, Winter and Spring at Virginia 
Power, On Rt 50 just west of the West Ox Road 
overpass and the Fair Oaks Mall. 

Weekly Nets: NVFMA Talk Net, Mon, 8:00 
PM, 146.79; NVFMA Swap Net, Tue, 8:00 


PM, 146.91; NVFMA Clinic, 1st Wed of the } 
month, 7:30 PM, 146.79; NVFMA Net, Wed, : 
8:00 PM, 146.79; ARES, Sun, 9 PM, 146.91. 
Repeaters: 52.37/53.37, 146.19/146.79, | 
146.31/146.91, 222.50/224.10 Xlink, 222.74/ | 
224.34, 449.75/444.75, 1272.1/1292.1. b 
Membership Info: Ann McWhirt, (703) 330- ; 
7429 or email to ammom @erols.com. af 
Mailing Address: NVFMA, P.O. be 486, 
McLean, VA 22101. 


J 
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BS. § HAPPENINGS 

1 ee 

_ The NVFMA Board of Directors have met 
twice since the 16 January general membership 
“meeting. Officers for 1997 were elected at the 20 
February Board meeting. The Association’s new 
, officers are: Owen Wormser, K6LEW, President; 
Maury Shumaker, WOHYB, Vice President; Ann 
“MeWhirt, Secretary; and, Jeff McWhirt, KC4RON, 
_ Treasurer. A second Board meeting was held on 
20 March to finalize plans for the forthcoming 
_ 1997-1998 edition of the NVFMA Repeater 
Handbook which includes the latest membership 
directory. The Handbook will be mailed to all 
_ current members in June. 


_. Aspecial thanks goes to Jeff and Ann McWhirt 

for their arranging the use of the Virginia Power 
_ offices at Fair Oakes as the Association’s semi- 
"permanent meeting place. The Virginia Power 
_ offices are fairly central for the metropolitan area 
and are easy to reach via I-66 and RT 50. 


GENERAL MEMBERSHIP MEETING 


The Association’s next general membership 

j meeting will be on 19 June at the Virginia Power 

- offices on RT 50 near Fair Oakes. The meeting 

will be brought to order promptly at 7:00 PM. All 

_ users of NVFMA’s repeaters are invited to attend - 

_ membership is not a prerequisite. Hope to see you 
- there. 


q pe Maury Shumaker, WOHYB 
Be Me ei Vice President 


THIS SPACE FOR RENT: 
JUST $17.00 PER 
MONTH! 


~ YOU CAN PLACE YOUR AMATEUR RADIO 


RELATED AD HERE FOR JUST $17.00 PER 
MONTH (AT THE YEARLY RATE). DON'T 
MISS OUT ON THE OPPORTUNITY TO 
~ REACH 2,000+ AUTO CALL READERS 
MONTHLY! 


June 1997 


PAU TOL ICALLY 


Prince George's 
Wireless 
Association 


Meetings: First working Tuesday of each 
month, 7:30 PM; American Red Cross bldg., 


6206 Belcrest Rd, Hyattsville, MD 20782. 
Club Station: K3CEZ 

Mailing: 4109 Kennedy St., Hyattsville, MD 
20781 

Information: Frank Holton - WA3ZMW 
(301) 927-1245 


PGWA held the regular monthly meeting on 
Tuesday, April 1, 1997, with WA3ZMW bringing 
the activity to order at 7:45 P.M. 


The uusual order of business followed with the 
reading of minutes and officer reports were given. 
Incoming club correspondence and announcements 
were also read and placed on the table for further 
inspection. 


Club members will participate in a public 
service event on Sunday, May 4, 1997. This event 
has been an annual event for the past few years 
and is known as “CropWalk” . 


As in the past, “Crop Walk” in the Hyattsville, 
MD area will begin and end at the First United 
Methodist Church located at Queens Chapel and 
Belcrest Roads in Hyattsville, MD. 


Participants pledge to walk or run a certain 
distance for so such a mile to help alleviate Hunger 
throughout the world. PGWA members, as in the 
past,will monitor the different walking routes with 
HT’s for any emergencies. The 146.88 repeater will 
be used for communications. 


Our Club Station will also be operating K3CEZ 
during Field Day in June. We will set up for 
portable power and dipole antennas in the rear of 
the Red Cross Building. 


73’s from Ken Easton N3HLY 
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Shenandoah 
Valley Amateur 
Radio Club 


Meetings: First and Third Friday of every 
month at 7:30 p.m. SVARC Club House 2921 
Grace Street, Winchester, Virginia. 
Repeater: 146.22 In/ 146.82 Out. 

Net: Shenandoah Valley Emergency Net 
(SVEN) 7:15 daily on 146.22/146.82 Repeater. 
Mailing: P.O. Box 139 Winchester, 22604. 
President: Fred Wetzel (W4KRT). 

Info: Irvin Barb, W4DHU, 955-1745. 
Internet home page: http://www.w3ic.com/ 
inet/svarc. 


On April 8, 1997 the Shenandoah Valley 
Amateur Radio found out that our dear friend and 
mentor, Guy Black (W4PSJ) had become a silent 
key. 


Guy’s death was unexpected to say the least. 
Though Guy had some recent health set backs we 
never knew the severity. But that’s Guy Black for 
you. I can’t ever recall Guy sounding like he was 
down in the dumps. At risk of sounding like a 
canned-author, he held out his hand in friendship 
to all of us. 


Guy Black wasn’t just another member of the 
SVARC. Guy has been our training coordinator for 
many years. Most of our current members attended 
Guy’s classes and he was really the one who 
ushered us into the world of Amateur Radio. 


All of us have a memory or two of the time we 
shared with Guy Black. Guy was especially fond 
of our younger members. 


Last summer Guy and Nick, who was one of 
our teenage members, would always talk about ham 
radio issues on the repeater in the evenings. I 
listened to them on my way home from work many 
times. Guy’s patience was endless. Even though 
Guy’s primary audience was Nick, many others 
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benefited from those discussions as well. I learned 
a lot just listening to him. If one of us hada Bie 
we knew we could count on Guy for an answer. 


My husband and I were also touched by Guy’s 
generosity. Not long ago he gave us one of his’ 
Commodore 64 setups that had the »radio 
attachments that would translate code right off the 
air. In many respects, Guy wasn’t just the epitome 
of Amateur Radio but also kind and generous 
human being. This world sorely needs more people 
like him. 


Many of us go through life not knowing why 
we put here. I think Guy knows he was put here to 
teach us. Not just about Amateur Radio, but about 
friendship and even leadership. All of us will keep 
a special spot in our hearts for Guy Black. 


On the evening of April 9, the Shenariiont 
Valley Emergency Net was held in Guy’s honor. 
Typically, comments are few on the SVEN but 
tonight several members shared their memories of 
Guy. 


Normally, I check into the net while looking 
out my kitchen window. My backyard has a nice 
view of Great North Mountain in Northern 
Frederick County, Virginia. As the sun was setting 
over the mountain, the SVEN was still going on 
in the back ground. Shortly after the net came to a 
close, one of Guy’s long time friends keyed up the 
mic and said, “So long Guy, we love you.” 


Guy H. Black : a) 
July 4, 1919-April 8, 1997 . 


73 until next month...KE4QJT/Laura Stewart 


Reminder - all submissions for 


eT 


are due no later than 
the Ist of the month prior to the 
month of publication!! 
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Southern 
Maryland 
Amateur Radio 
Club 


Meetings: 2nd Friday of each month at 1930 
ET at the PG County Police, Clinton Station, 
6707 Groveton Drive, Clinton, Maryland. 
Nets: Tuesday at 2000 on 147.15+ Repeater; 
Wednesday at 2000 on 1.865 (+/-QRM); 
Thursday at 2000 on 28.447 USB. 
Repeater: WA3 YUV/R 147.154, 
Brandywine, Md. Autopatch to 911. 
Mailing Address: P.O. Box 273, Cheltenham, 
Md, 20623 
- Information: Vic (WA3YUV) & Linda 

(KA3VNIJ), (301) 888-1388. 

Internet: http://www.iscanit.com/smarc 


_ First and foremost in the news this month is 


the accomplishment of one of our younger 


members. Victor Curtis, harmonic of Vic Curtis, 
WA3YUYV, and Linda, KA3VNI. “Little Vic’, at 


_ the age of 10 has successfully passed the 


requirements for the Novice class. As if to 
demonstrate that these accomplishments shouldn’t 
go unnoticed, the FCC processed his application 


‘ and issued his license in ONE DAY. Jump on the 


repeater and pass on your congratulations to 


_ KB3BTD. He certainly isn’t mike shy. “Big Vic” 
has been heard to say that it was only natural that 


i ee ae 
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4 group did a fantastic job. As if that wasn’t enough, 
_ the next day, Sunday, April 27, a dozen members 
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he would get his own license, after all, half the 
people in the room when he was born were 
Amateurs. At this point we don’t really know if 
the doctor or nurse were licensed. 


SMARC has been busy with its public service 


- activities during April. On Saturday, April 26, 


members assisted the Prince George’s County 


_ Christmas in April program by providing roving 


communications from the selected houses being 
repaired by the volunteers all over the county. The 


. 
is i 
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assisted in the Mother’s March of Dimes Walk-a- 
Thon held in Waldorf. Members were positioned 
at each of the checkpoints on the route to provide 
communications with march planners. It also 
worked well. The weather for both of these events 
was great. Whoever was in charge of the weather 
has that job permanently. Our thanks to all the 
SMARC members who gave up their weekend rest 
to help in these events. This is truly the Amateur 
Spirit. 


Preparations are well underway for SMARC’s 
participation in the upcoming Field Day activities 
scheduled for June 28 - 29. We plan to operate in 
all modes, including the Novice category, after all 
we do now have a qualified Novice operator to 
man that station. Jump on the repeater and let the 
gang know that you are going to participate. If 
history repeats itself as it has done for the past few 
years, a good time will be had by all and you 
certainly won’t go away hungry. 


We are rapidly moving into the summer 
months. As we have already seen thunderstorms 


(severe and otherwise) are frequent visitors. Make 


sure you have taken a full inventory of your 
emergency supplies and equipment and have tested 
them. Don’t forget to check the grounds on all 
your antennas and disconnect those not in use to 
protect your gear. As it was described on the 
repeater recently “lightning is just electricity in a 
hurry”. You certainly don’t want to be standing in 
its way! 


Speaking of antennas, last month I mentioned 
that I was attempting to get a GSRV antenna up in 
the trees. It took several days but finally I succeeded 
in getting it up high enough to get the balun off the 
ground. I still can’t figure out where those two 
arrows went though. Yes, I was trying to shoot a 
line through the trees into an open field using a 
bow and arrow. Twice the string separated from 
the arrow and the arrow “disappeared”. Despite 
intensive searches, the only thing I can figure is 
that the spirit of the great Southern Maryland Indian 
War Chief grabbed the arrows shot into the air. Now 
that I have the antennas up the only thing I have to 
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do is finish the downstairs so I can unpack the 
station. Oh, well. 


And that is the big news from southern 
Maryland. Don’t forget to join us for the monthly 
eyeball meeting at the Police Station and on our 
two and ten meter nets. Be careful out there and 
we will see you again next month. 


73, Greg - WA3FSC, SMARC PIO 


est RULING , 


# *% Sterling Park 
Amateur Radio 


$ 
Mma. LUD 
Meetings: 8:00 P.M. - Third Monday of the 


month except July and August at Sterling 
Community Center Annex, Church Rd. (Rt. 
625) near Route 28, Sterling, VA. 

Mailing: Call Box 599, Sterling, VA 20167. 
Information: Bill Lorentz, KS4II, 703-444- 
6341 or via email KS4I[@ AOL.com. 


The April 1997 SPARC meeting was attended 
by 20 people. This is one of the largest groups 
that we have had in a long while. Thanks to all 
who attended and we hope to see you next month. 
We discussed future training classes, Field Day, 
Officer Elections and ARES. The meeting 
concluded with refreshments and the ARRL video 
“At any Moment”. 


Ed Lockhart, K4GEL, reported that the parts 
required to repair the governor on the motor 
generator are on order and that he will have the 
generator in top running condition for Field Day. 
Dick Maylott, W2 YE, Ray Mullins, KD4RSL, and 
Floyd Martin, W4RW, are coordinating the clubs 
Field Day Event. Current plans are to operate class 
2A from the ballfields at Parkview High School in 
Sterling Park, VA. Mark your calendars and plan 
to join us the weekend of June 28th. 


The club is looking for a dedicated volunteer 
to become an Assistant Emergency Coordinator for 


Page 40 


AUTOLS CALL 


ARES in Loudoun County. More details about the 
position should be in the May SPARCGAP 
Newsletter. Club officer elections will be held at 
the June Meeting. Have your list of nominees ready 
at the May meeting. BYO4 


{tf ; 
The winners of the 1997 Virginia QSO Party 
will be announced at the Manassas Hamfest on 
June 1. Please come out and support the Ole 


Virginia Hams ARC and this great Hamfest. 


73, Bill, KS4I1 


The Middle Atlantic — 
FM and Repeater 
Council, Inc. 


ne 


Meetings: Coordinating Committee (CC) 
normally meets the last Monday of each 
month, 19:30, in the OEP conference room of 
the Prince George’s County Emergency 
Operations Center off Central Avenue. Talk- 
in on 147.18. 

Address: P.O. Box 1022, Savage, Md. ak 
1022 for all correspondence. 

Web Page: HTTP://WWW.T-MARC.ORG. 
Information: President - Owen Wormser 
K6LEW (703)684-7682 CC Chairman - Bill 
Conaway W8HNT, Pager (703)741-4251. 
Ombudsman - Jim Erickson K3LFO (410)549- 
1041, K3LFO@ APEXGRP.COM. 


Back in March, we discussed proposed 
revisions to the 144-148 and 420-450 MHz banc 
plans, to provide more operating room for digital 
operations, and to try to reduce some of the 
frequency sharing problems ATV’ers have been 
experiencing. After reviewing the comments 
received, the Digital Action Committee 
recommended that the proposals be adopted, and 
the T-MARC Board of Directors agreed. So, 
implementation will begin soon, with re- 
coordination of replexers from the 144.91-144.99 
segment onto the 15 kHz split channels between 
147.405 and 147.60. This will allow diet 
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_ Operations, under the guidance of D.M.A.R.C., to 

commence in the former band segment, along with 
the other band plan changes originally proposed. 
hi Ultimately, we expect to have all 2 Meter digital 
operations below 145.80, and additional simplex 
channels available in the 420 band. Plans are to 
have all needed changes accomplished by the end 
4 of the year. 


. Speaking of band planning, our new Open 
Band Planning Committee (OBC) is actively 
- looking for comments on the condition of the 
' existing band plans for all of our VHF/UHF bands 
- from 50 MHz up thru 2.3 GHz. Are the existing 
_ band plans OK, or do they need up-dating? Send 
i us your comments or observations. 


( 

It’s time to start thinking about the annual 
general membership meeting and election of 
officers for next year. Our initial thinking is to have 
_ the meeting in late October or early November in 
: the northern Virginia area. If anyone has any 
» suggestions, or can offer a meeting location, please 
_ letus know. Nominations for officers for next year 
are welcome. Several of the current officers/board 
-members cannot be re-elected, unless there is no 
_ one nominated to fill their positions, according to 
_ the term limit provisions of the By-Laws. If 
_ anybody would like to step forward and volunteer 
your services, we would be very pleased. Drop a 
7 note to our secretary, or E-mail to K3HOI@t- 
: marc.org. 

__We received notices that K7GMR’s proposed 
. _ 147.165 repeater in western Maryland is now in 
_ operation. And the KB4KRO 449.075 machine at 
- Front Royal, Va., and the proposed 442.55 repeater 
_ near Clarksville, Md., are permanently off. 


73, Gary, W3DTN, T-MARC PIO 


Reminder - all submissions for 


I] 


are due no later than 
the lst of the month prior to the 
month of publication!! 
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Wireless | 


Meeting: 7:30pm second and fourth Fridays 
of the month at the Vienna Community Center. 


Nets: Pow-Wow nightly at 9 pm. on 28.444 


MHz __ Slow speed code, nightly 8:30 pm on 
28.390 MHz. Vienna Emergency Net, 
Wednesday 7:30 pm 146.085/146.685 
Repeater: K4HTA 146.085 in/146.685 out 
_ Information: Paul, AB4CY, (703) 560-2779 
Mailing: P.O. Box 418 Vienna, VA. 22183 


Paul Wilkins, AB4CY, Silent Key. It is with 
great sadness that the VWS marks the passing of 
Paul Wilkins, AB4CY. Paul was an active member 
of the VWS, a past president, and was chairman of 


‘our training program. AB4CY was tireless: in his 


education activities; many of our club:members 
can directly trace their ham radio'licenses to Paul’s 
Elmering. sp iu Se LR 


Programs. VWS programs’ in April‘ were 
centered on cellular telephone technology. April 
11, Dr. Asha Mehrotra gave us an overview of 
cellular systems, concentrating on the analog 
cellular systems. On April 25, Mike Loushine 
presented and overview of the digital cellular 


_ systems with particular emphasis on the Time 


Division Multiple Access technology: Both 
programs were extremely well presented, very 
interesting and generated a considerable number 
of questions. I think we all understand better:the 
merger of radio, telephone, and digital technologies 
that these systems rely on. In the next few months 
we have several interesting programs planned, 
including one on Ham Radio in the UK... 


Field Day. If it’s June, it must be time for Field 
Day. The VWS will, as usual, field a full- 
complement FD operation. Please come out and 
join us and get an introduction to the many interests 
of our club members! 


73, Kerry Kingham, WA4BQM 
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(S4N0 °C ELECTRONICS 


8524 DAKOTA DRIVE, GAITHERSBURG, MD 20877 


301-258-7373 
It's Hamfest Time Again! 


Will you buy used gear from some 
ouy at a hamfest, take it home, 
and find 


It Doesn't Work? 


We've been here for 20 years! 


Gano G ELECTRONICS offers a 14 day 


GUARANTEE 


on all used gear sold at a hamfest or at our store. 
(as-is gear excepted) 
If you find our gear does not meet specifications, bring it back, 
in the same condition as purchased, and get it repaired ora 
FULL REFUND! 


WE BUY 


Used Electronic Equipment of All Kinds. 
Transmitters, Receivers, Transceivers, Accessories and Junque Boxes. 
Test Equipment, Too! 


MONDAY, TUESDAY & WEDNESDAY 
10:00 AM TO 5:00 PM 


AND BY APPOINTMENT (anna 
Ni A eee VISA and MasterCard Accepted 7 /; : 


Non-commercial advertising of Amateur associated equip- 
ment is available to subscribers of Auto-Call at the rate of 

| 5 cents per word with a $2.00 minimum. Commercial 
vendors and non-subscriber rate is 17 cents per word with 
a $5.50 (1 inch) minimum. Special headings or special 
spacing (e.g. one item per line) may be used but such ads 
will be charged at the column inch rate. 


Estate sales for Widows assistance handled by a FAR club. 


will be published without cost. 


Your full name and address must be provided with each 
| ad but need not be published. No ads will be accepted over 


FOR SALE: Kenwood TS-850SAT HF 

- transceiver - excellent condition. Used only as a 

shortwave receiver. $1,000.00. Yaesu FT-890AT 

_ HF transceiver - excellent condition. Very little 

"usage. $975.00. Now living in an apartment bldg., 

~ unable to use HF rigs. Both have manuals and 


: - factory cartons. Call 703-553-8231 to schedule an 


, appointment. [06/97] 


q ESTATE SALE: Kenwood SM 220 Monitor, 
| Kenwood TM 231A Two Meter Mobile, Dentron 
" Clipperton (L) Amplifier, AEA PK 232 TNC, MFJ 
’ Model 1270BX TNC/Phone switch, MFJ 200W 
~ Model 901 B Versa Tuner, Micronta (RS) Mode; 
22-193 Digital Multimeter, Micronta (RS) FET 
- analyzer 22-220A, Heath Tube type Volt Meter, 
Heath Phone Patch, One Hand Key, Cantanna 
‘Dummy Load, CDE Antenna Rotator, TWO 
Tribanders, One Two Meter Isopole Antenna, RCA 
Signal Generator, One Tower side arm, Archer 
Multi Plug adapter (Surge Protector?)If interested 
‘please call Junior Vanmetre (304) 263-5970. [06/97] 


j a he 

IANTED: “LOOP?” antennas,new,old,of various 
sizes,designs,frequencies,makes (Palomar, 
Bay. 
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the telephone and all ads must be prepaid. Ads that will be 
running for longer than I month must be accompanied by 
a letter stating the length that the ad is to be run. Since no | 
effort is made to investigate advertisers, no warranty can 
be implied. Copy MUST be received by the Ist day of the 
month prior to the month of publication.Send all commer- 
cial and non-commercial advertising and Shack Sales to: 


John Queen, Auto-Call Editor 
755 Woodland Way, Owings, MD 20736 
(301) 855-0198 


Kiwa,etc.).What do you have? (730) 370-1880. 
(Alexandria) [06/97] 


WANTED: Need operation and maintenance 
manual for Tektronix 647-A oscilloscope. Really 
appreciate it if you can help. Galy J. Alley, 7100 
Constantine Ave., Springfield, VA22150. 
Phone703-569-8264. E-mail alleygi@erols.com. 
[06/97] 


FOR SALE OR TRADE: Texas Instruments 
silent 700,model 742,data printer 
terminal,RS232,can connect to packet TNC and 
free up computer,works with modem,complete 
with paper for a dedicated printer,parts useful for 
power supply construction,with operating 
manuals.(703) 370-1880 (Alexandria). [06/97] 


GIVE AWAY: 48' Rohn/Spaulding tower with 3 
element tri-band beam. You take down. Charlie 
Wirth, WB3DDF (301) 384-0198, Silver Spring, 
MD. [06/97] 


WANTED: Apple I microcomputer for museum, 
KK4WW. (540) 231-6478 / 763-2321. (06/97) 
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QSL CARDS FOR WAS AND DXCC 
CHECKED LOCALLY! 


QSLS FOR ARRL WAS AND DXCC 
AWARDS CAN BE CHECKED LOCALLY, 
USUALLY ON A WHILE-U-WAIT BASIS. 
CONTACT K3BEQ 301-773-5730 FOR 
DETAILS. CERTAIN RESTRICTIONS 
APPLY TO DXCC AWARDS. SORRY, NO 
MAIL-INS. 


73 Murray (K3BEQ) 
- Ingreen@erols.com 


MAHLON LOOMIS 
INVENTOR OF RADIO 
By-Thomas Appleby 
Second Printing 
Available From 
SVANHOLM RESEARCH 
LABORATORIES 
P.O. Box 81 
Washington, D.C. 20044 
Please Send $25.00 Donation 


With $5.00 for S & H 
[07/97] 


COMMERCIAL 
ADVERTISING 


Ad Size 1 Year 6 Tlmes 3 Tlmes 1 Tlme 
Full $75.00 $90.00 $100.00 $105.00 
TA S900 OS. See) EeUUr recy 
1/3 40.00 46.00 51.00° 54.00 
1/4 33.00 38:00. "41-00" 43.00 
L600 22.00 526.000 = 25,00) 77 30,00 
1/8 17;002* 20.00% *:22:00, 3) 723-00 


Commercial vendors should include the ad size and 
length of run (e.g. 1 year, 6 times, etc.) on com- 
pany letterhead and it must be signed by the per- 
son authorizing payment for the ad. Full name and 
address must be provided with each ad but need 


NORIM'S ROTORSERVICE 
5263 Agro Drive 
Frederick, MD 21703 ; 
(301)874-5885 | 


WeRebuildRotors - ; 
Plus: 


- Rebuilt Rotors for Sale - Parts for U.S. Built Rotors | 
- We Buy Used U.S. Rotors/Controls for CASH! 
oe 


NORM JEWELER K3LYW ~ 


AMATEUR RADIO NEWS SERVICE 
is an organization of publishers. and editors 
of Amateur Radio newsletters and members 
engaged in public relations. Its purpose is 
to assist editors in any way possible. For 
information, write to Lee Knirko, W9MOL, — 
Amateur Radio News Service, 833 Park 
Plaine, Parke Ridge, IL 60067. [SWP] 


Mid-Atlantic Radio Club. Become a part ~ 
of one of the country's fastest growing vin- 
tage radio clubs. The Mid-Atlantic Antique 
Radio Club is an active group of radio col- 
lectors, restorers and historians. For a 
sample newsletter, write to Jay Kiessling, 
Mid-Atlantic Antique Radio Club, P.O. Box 
67, Upperco, MD 21155. (410) 239- 1818. 
en 


Ascii 


not be published. Payment should be. included i 
when the ad is submitted for publication. No ads 
will be accepted over the telephone. Since no ef- — 
fort is made to investigate advertisers, no warranty — 
can be implied. ; | 
be? Ce ‘ 
DISPLAY ADS are “Boxed” and may contain 


work or photographs. Requests for specific place 
ment in the magazine will be honored if sha 


according to size as Sia below, based on car 
era ready copy. f 
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The R.F. Connection 


“SPECIALISTS IN RF CONNECTORS AND COAX” | 


The R.F. Connection 
213 N. Frederick Ave., Suite 11, Gaithersburg, MD. 20877 
301-840-5477 


JWO SERVICES 
ARRL, AMECO, RSGB, CALLBOOK, W5YI, CQ, G. WEST, etc. 
Ham related books; software and video tapes — all at a discount! 
Code Tapes—Code Keys—Oscillators—Instructor Guides—all class needs with one call! 
New! 1997-1998 ARRL REPEATER DIRECTORY. (List $8.00). Only$7.30. 10-up $6.80. 
New! TravelPlus for Repeaters CD-ROM, ARRL. Choose your destination and TravelPlus 
- will identify all of the repeaters along the way. Includes detailed maps for the US and 
_ Canada. (List $39.95) Only $37.00. New! ARRL ANTENNA BOOK, with IBM disk. (List 
~ $30) 1-9, Only $27.50 New! ARRL OPERATING MANUAL (List $25.00) Only $22.75. 
1996 ARRL HANDBOOK (List $38) Special price while they last. Only $22.00! 1997 
ARRL HANDBOOK, (List $38) 1-9, Only $34.50. Call for larger quantity discount. 
New! On-Line Catalog: www.jwoservices.com 
New E-Mail address: johnw3is @igateway.com 


. | Only $0.40 handling per order plus actual shipping. J WO SERVICES 


iaescellent prices on study guides for clubs and John W. Obradovich, W3IS 
. : classes! 12 Hickory Place, Camp Hill, PA 17011 
JWO SERVICES Phone: (717) 731-4747 - Fax: (717) 730-9373 
Catalog of Savings - FREE! Worldwide Shipments. 
12 years of excellent service ~ | i We also accept Novus 


r 
 Mieshor Cond ‘ 
around the world! ‘ Be Le eee) «= & Discover cards! 
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Auto Call Production Policy “i 


Deadline: The deadline for ALL sub- 
missions to Auto Call is the 1st day of 
the month prior to the month of publi- 
cation. When submitting via regular 
mail, time your mailing to ensure de- 
livery by the Ist of the month. 


Submitting Material to Aufo Call 


Submissions for Auto Call will be accepted in the 
following formats: 


Electronically: Submissions are 
accepted via any of the major on line 
services directly or over the Internet. 
Use the format exactly as follows: 


Internet - JohnQueen@ AOL.com 

America On Line - JohnQueen 

AppleLink - johnqueen @ aol.com @internet# 
BitNet - johnqueen%aol.com@cunyvm 
CompuServe - INTERNET:johnqueen @ aol.com 
Connect - johnqueen @aol.com 

Delphi - internet” johnqueen @ aol.com” 
FidoNet - To johnqueen @aol.com<CR><CR> 
GEnie - johnqueen @aol.com @inet# 

MCI Mail - mbx: johnqueen @aol.com 
Prodigy - johnqueen@aol.com 


Regular Mail: Mail typewritten or 
computer generated hard copy to: 
John Queen, Editor, Auto Call 
Magazine, 755 Woodland Way, 
Owings, MD 20736: Ensure that 
your printed material is dark enough for scanning. 


Computer Disk: - Submissions are 
accepted on 3.5" or 5.25" computer 
disk, in either Macintosh or MS-DOS 
format, using Word, WordPerfect, or 
standard ASCII text files. Write your name, tele- 
phone number, and club name on the disk. Sub- 
mit graphic files (club logos, etc) in an EPS or TIFF 
format. Please verify the readibility of your com- 
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puter files before sending. If you want your com- 
puter disk returned immediately, include a SASE 


envelope with .32 postage. Otherwise, disks will 


be returned only in person at FAR meetings. 
Preparing Material for Submission 


Club Columns: Member clubs are allocated 
one full page in each issue for club columns. In 
determining space requirements, figure about 700 
words per page not including the space taken up 
by headings, photos, etc. Indent paragraphs .25" 
and double space to begin a new paragraph. Send 
club header information ONLY when different 
from what was published from previous month. 
The editor reserves the right to edit any submitted 
material for space, content and/or applicability. 


Hamfests/Events: Member clubs are allocated — 


one full page per year to promote one club spon- 
sored hamfest, convention, or special event. Sub- 
mit clean black & white camera ready copy only 


by mail.- Master copy should be in black ink on ~ | 
white paper and should be in proper page ratio, _ 


(Copy space is 7" wide by 9" high). Copy can be 
reduced or enlarged as necessary. Electronic sub- 
missions of Hamfest ads will not be accepted. 


Photographs: The editor will select the best 
photograph submitted for the cover each month. 
Photographs should depict club members, club sta- 
tions, or amateur radio related events that are cur- 
rent and noteworthy. Clubs may also submit pho- 
tographs for inclusion with their club column. Pho- 
tographs will be used in columns when space per- 
mits. Either B&W or color photos can be used. 
For each photograph submitted, write your name, 
phone number, and club name, along with a de- 
scription of the photograph on a piece of paper, 
and tape it on the back of the photograph. Do not 
write on the back of your photo. If you want your 


photos returned immediately, include a SASEen- — 
velope with sufficient postage. Otherwise, photos 


will be returned only in person at FAR meetings. Mi; 
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; Name: 


Atlantic Division Director 


Kay C. Craigie, WT3P The American Radio Relay League efi Rerocsi NAN 
5 Faggs Manor Lane 225 Main St. Rt. 1, Box73-A 
Paoli, PA 19301 . Boyce, VA22620 
Phone: (610) 993-9623 Newington, CT. 06111 USA Phone: (703)837-1340 


BENERWKS FOR OU Ms «. 


QST, QSL Bureau Awards, Low Cost Insurance, Operating Aids, 
Government Liason and more - - Much More! 


MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION AUTO-CALL 


Address: 

City: 

$31 in U.S. $42 elsewhere (U.S. funds). Individuals age 65 and over, upon submitting one-time proof of age, may 
request special dues rate of $24 in the U.S. $36 elsewhere in U.S. funds. Persons age 21 and younger may qualify 
for special rates, write for application. For postal purposes, fifty percent of dues is allocated to QST, the balance 
for membership. 


Visa, MC, AMEX, Discover #: 
Signature: Expires: 


<< SS ees mes mms es mms md 


Roanoke Division Director 


oe ee me oes es es os oon me ml 


Magazine Subscription Form 
Please enter my subscription to Auto-Calll: Na New EA Renewal Bic 


For ae year | | 2 years. Subscription rate is only $8.00 per year. (You 
may also order a sample copy of the most recent issue for just $1.00 which 
will be applied to your subscription), 


ite RSS Tes fect ce SP "|| f 


Address: 

Baryon tse bane Nn.) v State: Zip: 

Make check payable to the Foundation P.O, Box 7612 
For Amateur Radio and mail form to, PONSA ea 
pe arene ’ 22040-7612 


Oops! (last months’ calendar looked 
a little strange. Our sano 
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PO BOX 97 
Temple Hills MD 20757-0097 


Address Correction Requested 


